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PREFACE 


Believing  the  custom  of  War  to  be  at  va- 
riance with  the  Christian  religion,  and  one  of 
the  most  prolific  causes  of  misery  and  wretch- 
edness to  the  human  family,  and  deploring  the 
consequences  of  that  warlike  spirit,  which  is 
now  at  work  in  our  land,  rapidly  spreading  the 
evils  of  intemperance,  immorality  and  crime  ; 
the  writer  of  the  following  pages,  feels  it  to  be 
a  duty,  to  bear  his  testimony  against  every  prac- 
tice and  every  opinion,  which  tends  either  di- 
rectly, or  remotely  to  encourage  it.  If  any  of 
the  views  advanced  should  come  in  conflict 
with  the  existing  prejudices  and  delusions  which 
prevail  on  the  subject  of  war,  it  is  hoped  they 
will  be  liberally  examined,  rather  than  hastily 
condemned.     Opinions  founded  in    error,  will 
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sooner  or  later  be  overthrown.  The  truth  has 
nothing  to  fear  from  opposition.  The  writer 
only  is  responsible  for  the  sentiments  advanced  : 
if  these  be  true,  they  will  bear  the  test  of  inves- 
tigation ;  if  erroneous,  no  one  can  wish  them  to 
fall  to  the  ground  more  than  the 
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REFLECTIONS 


ON 


PEACE   AND    WAR. 


CHAPTER   I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

When  we  consider  the  calamities  which  war 
inflicts  upon  mankind,  the  millions  of  human  be- 
ings that  it  has  sacrificed  to  the  passions  of  am- 
bition and  revenge,  the  scenes  of  desolation  and 
horror  it  has  produced,  and  the  crimes  and  im- 
moralities that  follow  in  its  train,  we  are  induced 
to  conclude  that  it  had  its  origin  in  depraved  lusts 
and  passions,  and  that  nothing  but  gross  moral 
delusion,  could  ever  have  made  it  popular  among 
rational  beings.  A  custom  which  militates  so 
much  against  the  peace  and  happiness  of  our 
race,  by  extending  the  reign  of  malignant  pas- 
sions, extirpating  the  feelings  of  compassion  and 


8 


mercy,  and  rendering  the  hearts  of  men  callous 
to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  cannot  be  viewed 
with  indifference,  by  any  one  who  desires  the 
improvement  of  human  nature,  the  progress  of 
peace  and  the  blessings  of  genuine  Christianity. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  lives  of  fourteen 
thousand  million  of  human  beings  have  been  sac- 
rificed in  war.  This  is  about  eighteen  times  the 
number  of  inhabitants  at  present  on  the  globe, 
and  is  equivalent  to  the  destruction  of  the  in- 
habitants of  eighteen  worlds  of  the  same  popula- 
tion as  ours  !*  If  this  estimate  be  correct,  it 
follows  that  the  average  annual  number,  who 
have  perished  by  the  ravages  of  war  for  the  past 
six  thousand  years,  exceeds  2,300,000  !  !  !   . 

If  a  famine  or  pestilence  were  to  visit  our 
planet,  and  destroy  the  lives  of  all  its  inhabitants 
once  in  every  333  years,  it  would  not  be  a  greater 
calamity  than  the  human  race  are  actually  inflict- 
ing on  themselves  by  the  horrible  custom  of  war ! 

What  an  awful  picture  is  here  presented  of 
human  folly  and  depravity  !  What  a  tremen- 
dous system  of  iniquity  must  that  be,  which  has 
sacrificed  the  lives  of  so  many  millions  of  rational 
and  intelligent  beings,  and  by  which  they  have 
*  Dick's  Philosophy  of  Religion,  p.  263. 
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been  massacred,  mangled,  butchered,  and  slain  in 
a  manner  too  horrible  and  shocking  for  liumanity 
to  contemplate. 

When  we  consider  the  improvements  in  sci- 
ence, the  refinements  of  civilization,  the  schemes 
of  benevolence,  and  the  efforts  to  promote  the 
religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  of  which  the  present 
age  boasts,  it  is  truly  lamentable  to  reflect,  that 
this  work  of  destruction  and  misery  is  still  tole- 
rated, the  art  of  war  is  still  learned,  that  plea  after 
plea  is  still  urged  in  its  favor,  the  passions  which 
lead  to  war  are  still  excited  in  the  human  breast, 
that  was  designed  to  be  the  abode  of  humanity, 
justice,  mercy  and  love. 

If  the  practice  were  confined  to  those  nations 
and  families  of  the  earth,  who,  sunk  into;  the 
lowest  scale  of  ignorance,  superstition  and  dark- 
ness, continue  in  the  barbarous  practice  of  offer- 
inof  human  sacrifices  to  their  idols, — there  miMit 
be  reasonable  grounds  to  hope,  that  as  the  light 
of  civilization  and  Christianity  advanced  and  shed 
a  benign  influence  over  their  benighted  condi- 
tion, these  clouds  of  moral  darkness  would  soon 
be  dispelled,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  join 
in  maintaining  universal  peace.  -^ 

But  when  we  reflect  that  christian  nations, 
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and  christian  professors  of  the  sublime  gospel  of 
peace,  tolerate  the  custom  of  War,  and  employ 
the  advantages  which  civilization  furnishes  in  the 
application  of  science  to  this  art  of  destruction, — 
the  conclusion  to  which  we  must  come  is  as  hu- 
miliating as  it  is  irresistible,  that  the  largest  por- 
tion of  the  professors  of  Christianity,  instead  of 
advancing  are  retarding  the  period  when  the 
*'  sword  shall  be  beaten  into  a  ploughshare  and 
the  spear  into  a  pruning  hook,  when  nation  shall 
no  longer  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither 
shall  men  learn  war  any  more." 

We  see  among  the  various  professors  of  reli- 
gion, a  great  display  of  zeal  for  the  conversion 
of  the  heathen — their  human  sacrifices  are  held 
up  to  view  in  the  strongest  language  that  imagi- 
nation can  picture,  in  order  to  arouse  in  our 
bosoms  the  most  thrilling  sensations  of  abhor- 
rence at  the  perpetration  of  such  inhuman  deeds. 
Strong  appeals  are  made  to  the  sympathies  of 
the  community  to  aid  in  the  benevolent  project 
of  publishing  the  precepts  of  the  gospel  among 
them,  in  order  to  dispel  the  clouds  of  supersti- 
tion, idolatry  and  mental  darkness,  with  which 
they  are  enveloped. 

But  why  is  it  that  there  is  not  the  same  or  a 
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greater  zeal  and  effort  made  to  eradicate  from 
among  professing  christians  themselves,  an  evil 
as  much  to  be  deplored  as  any  heathen  custom 
with  which  we  are  acquainted  ? 

Do  we  see  the  mote  in  our  brother's  eye,  and 
yet  endeavor  not  to  cast  out  the  beam  which  is 
in  our  own  eye  ?  if  so,  we  are  guilty  of  hypoc- 
risy. Mat.  vii.  5. 

A  late  writer  has  with  great  propriety  observed 
"that  to  offer  human  sacrifices  to  false  notions 
of  national  honour,  or  to  the  ambition  or  avarice 
of  rulers  is  no  better  than  to  offer  them  to  Mo- 
loch, or  any  other  heathen  deity,  and  as  soon  as 
the  eyes  of  the  people  can  be  opened  to  see  that 
war  is  the  effect  of  delusion,  it  will  then  become 
as  unpopular  as  any  other  heathenish  mode  of 
offering  human  sacrifices." 

We  are  shocked  when  a  single  murder  is  com- 
mitted ;  we  pursue  the  murderer  through  all  his 
hiding  places,  and  by  the  laws  of  the  land  he  is 
made  to  expiate  his  guilty  deed  at  the  dearest  of 
all  prices — the  sacrifice  of  his  own  life.  If  the 
midnight  robber  enters  a  dwelling  and  destroys 
the  lives  of  its  innocent  and  unsuspecting  in- 
mates, it  is  considered  one  of  the  highest  crimes 
that  can  be  committed  against  God  or  man.    But 
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when  thousands  or  tens  of  thousands  of  human 
beings  are  to  be  indiscriminately  butchered  by 
war,  what  becomes  of  all  this  seeming  sensibility 
to  the  destruction  of  human  life  ?  When  a  com- 
pany of  men  trained  to  the  work  of  destruction, 
enter  a  ci-ty,  put  men,  women  and  children  to  the 
sword,  set  fire  to  their  dwellings  and  consume 
their  half  dead  bodies  in  the  smoking  ruins,  is  it 
not  murder  and  robbery  in  their  most  terrific 
forms  ?  The  guilt  of  it  cannot  be  removed  by  a 
declaration  of  war,  which  is  falsely  considered  a 
kind  of  indulgence  to  commit  these  crimes  with 
impunity.  Men  make  wrong  distinctions  be- 
tween the  deeds  of  the  midnight  assassin,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  man  who  enters  the  battle 
field  with  the  intention  of  killing,  but  in  the  sight 
of  the  just  Judge  of  all  the  earth  how  can  there 
be  a  difference?  The  halo  of  glory  which  human 
pride  and  ambition  may  throw  around  the  horri- 
ble cruellies  of  war, — the  delusive  opinion  that 
when  war  is  declared,  individual  responsibility 
and  individual  crime  cease,  and  the  absurd  notion 
that  robbery  and  murder  and  violence  may  then 
be  committed  in  an  enemy's  territory  without 
restraint, — may  serve  as  a  cloak  to  cover  the 
deformity  of  human  depravity,  but  it  can  never 
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change  the  immutable  laws  of  Eternal  rectitude : 
for  "  God  is  not  mocked,  such  as  men  sow  such 
shall  they  reap."  War  is  a  system  of  legalized 
brutality,  robbery  and  murder,  and  if  robbery 
and  murder  are  deeds  that  are  offensive  in  the 
Divine  sight  when  committed  on  a  small  scale  as 
in  the  case  of  a  single  murder,  how  much  more 
offensive  must  they  be  when  tens  of  thousands 
become  their  victims  ? 

Do  we  suppose  the  will  of  God  to  be  so  ca- 
pricious, that  what  he  justly  abhors  and  forbids 
may  be  changed  by  human  decrees  and  declara- 
tions so  as  to  meet  his  approval?  Are  his  justice 
and  mercy  so  pliable  that  they  may  be  made 
subservient  to  the  vile  purposes  of  military  glory 
or  lend  their  sanction  to  the  atrocities  pf  war? 

"  God  is  not  mocked,  such  as  ye  sow,  such 
shall  ye  reap."  Few  indeed  would  enter  the 
battle  field — fewer  still  would  be  the  victims  of 
war,  did  every  man  rightly  consider  the  force  of 
this  expression,  and  awfully  remember  that  for 
all  his  actions  God  holds  him  personally  respon- 
sible;  he  would  see  then,  that  perfect  justice  is 
not  deluded  by  the  sophistries  of  men  or  the 
brilliant  appendages  of  war ; — he  would  discover 
no  justification  for  his  conduct,  because  the  great 
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mass  of  mankind  are  engaged  in  it,  or  because 
the  popular  doctrine  teaches  him  that  war  is  jus- 
tifiable ; — as  far  as  it  relates  to  himself  he  would 
discover  that  all  the  honours  and  exploits  of  the 
battle  field — all  the  victories  obtained  in  war 
would  be  a  miserable  substitute  for  the  joys  of 
that  eternity  on  the  ocean  of  which  his  immortal 
spirit  must  soon  be  embarked. 

He  who  rationally  hopes  to  enjoy  the  society 
of  heaven  in  the  next  world,  must  abstain  from 
the  commission  of  acts  repugnant  to  the  justice 
and  goodness  of  God  in  this  life.  For  it  will  be 
an  awful  and  irretrievable  delusion,  if  at  the  day 
of  final  decision,  our  hope  shall  be  found  to  be 
the  "  hope  of  the  hypocrite,"  which  it  is  de- 
clared "  shall  perish." 


CHAPTER  II. 

CHRISTIANITY    INCULCATES     PEACE    AND     FORBIDS 
WAR. 

The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  its  practical 
effects,  breathes  "  glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on 
earth  peace  and  good  will  to  men.^^  It  requires 
and  produces  in  man  the  complete  control  of  his 
passions — teaches  us,  that  we  must  return  good 
for  evil — that  we  must  love  our  enemies — do 
good  to  them  that  hate  us — and  forgive  others 
their  trespasses.  Now,  if  men  are  fulfilling 
these  obligations,  when  they  are  killing  and  but- 
chering one  another — and  doing  all  the  possible 
harm  they  can  to  their  enemies, — then,  Christi- 
anity sanctions  War, — but  not  otherwise. 

To  say  a  man  may  be  a  Christian,  when  he 
goes  into  the  field  of  battle  and  kills  his  enemy, 
or  tries  to  injure  him,  is  equivalent  to  saying  that 
Christianity  does  not  require  men  to  love  their 
enemies.  If  war  and  hatred  of  enemies  is  not  a 
positive  violation  of  a  Christian  command — I 
know  not  what  is. 
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I  have  loved  from  childhood  the  precepts  of 
Jesus. — Of  all  that  has  ever  been  written,  touch- 
ing the  duties  of  man,  the  sermon  on  the  Mount 
is  the  most  sublime,  intelligible  and  practical  ex- 
position of  them,  embodied  in  which  are  the  plain 
Christian  precepts,  in  which  malice,  hatred,  re- 
venge and  the  like  passions,  are  without  reserva- 
tion prohibited.  And  where  the  indulgence  of 
these  passions  is  forbidden,  wars  and  fightings 
are  as  positively  forbidden,  as  though  there  had 
been  a  direct  precept  on  the  subject,  for  without 
the  indulgence  of  these  dispositions,  no  War  ever 
has  been,  or  ever  can  be  carried  into  operation. 

We  read  in  the  New  Testament  that  Jesus 
Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save,  not  to  destroy 
men's  lives ;  that  among  the  fruits  of  his  religion 
is  the  visiting  the  widow  and  fatherless  in  their 
afflictions — but  nothing  like  war,  which  makes 
widows  and  orphans  by  thousands,  and  then  leaves 
them  to  drag  out  a  miserable  existence  and  die  in 
obscurity,  unnoticed  and  unpitied  by  the  world. 

We  do  not  find  that  he  ever  prayed  for  the 
destruction  of  his  enemies,  as  some  of  his  pro- 
fessed followers  do ;  there  is  no  instance  where 
he  ever  encouraged  any  one  to  return  evil  for  evil' 
— none  where  he  ever  countenanced  retaliation — 
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nor  did  he  ever  tell  his  disciples  that  his  kingdom 
was  of  this  world,  and  that  it  was  lawful  for  them 
to  fight. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  always  inculcated  the 
principles  of  peace — forgiveness — mercy — love 
— patience — compassion  and  kindness. — "Bless- 
ed," says  he,  "are  the  peace  makers,  for  they 
shall  be  called  the  children  of  God."  "Blessed 
are  the  merciful  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." 

It  may  be  said  by  some  that  these  precepts  are 
only  applicable  to  private  life,  well  suited  for  the 
individual  in  the  capacity  of  a  citizen,  and  Chris- 
tian, but  it  was  never  intended  that  nations  should 
exhibit  towards  nations  the  magnanimous  forbear- 
ance and  pacific  spirit  of  the  Gospel.  This, 
however,  is  a  mistaken  opinion  ;  because  it  re- 
quires a  man  to  profess  two  characters,  under 
one  of  which  he  may  serve  Christ — and  under 
the  other,  Anti-Christ.  The  uniform  adherence 
to  the  obligations  and  principles  of  Christianity, 
in  all  situations,  whether  in  public  or  private  life, 
constitutes  the  true  Christian  and  most  useful 
citizen.  It  is  the  just  and  uniform  application  of 
these  principles  to  human  conduct,  alone,  that 
"  exalteth  a  nation"  as  well  as  an  individual,  and 
gives  security  and  stability  to  the  necessary  regu- 
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lations  which  may  be  established  by  the  common 
consent  of  mankind  for  the  good  of  society. 
Nothing  can  be  more  opposed  to  the  Spirit  of  the 
Gospel  than  retaliation  and  revenge,  and  that  W^r 
is  productive  of  these  and  a  host  of  other  diaboli- 
cal passions,  no  considerate  man  can  for  a  mo- 
ment doubt. 

That  such  were  the  views  of  the  early  Chris- 
tians there  is  ample  evidence  on  record — mark 
the  language  of  the  Apostles.  "  From  whence 
come  wars  and  fightings  among  you — come  they 
not  hence  even  of  your  lusts  that  war  in  your 
members?"  Jas.  iv.  1.  "  Be  ye  all  of  one  mind, 
having  compassion  one  of  another,  love  as  breth- 
ren, be  pitiful,  be  courteous ;  not  rendering  evil 
for  evil,  or  railing  for  railing."  1  Pet.  iii.  8. 
"  See  that  none  render  evil  for  evil  unto  any 
man."    1  Thes.  v.  15. 

*'  God  hath  called  us  to  peace."  1  Cor.  vii. 
15.  "  Lay  aside  all  malice."  1  Pet.  ii.  1 .  "  Put 
off  anger,  wrath  and  malice."  Col.  iii.  8.  "  Let 
all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamor, 
and  evil  speaking  be  put  away  from  you,  with 
all  malice."  Eph.  iv.  31.  "Avenge  not  your- 
selves." Rom.  xii.  19.  "If  thine  enemy  hun- 
ger feed  him,  if  he  thirst  give  him  drink."   Rom. 
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xii.  20.  These  with  many  other  passages  that 
might  be  selected  from  the  writings  of  the  Apos- 
tles, are  sufficient  to  show  us  how  they  under- 
stood the  precepts  of  their  Divine  master.  It  is 
also  certain  that  the  Christians  of  the  1st  and  2nd 
centuries,  believed  that  War  was  forbidden  by 
the  Gospel ;  they  openly  declared  this  belief,  and 
in  the  support  of  it  were  willing  even  to  sacrifice 
their  lives. — Many  of  them  suffered  martyrdom 
for  their  faithfulness  to  the  cause  of  him  who 
said,  "  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  else 
would  my  servants  fight:"  the  following  are  in- 
stances thereof. 

Marcellus  was  convinced  of  Christianity  while 
holding  the  commission  of  centurion  in  the  army, 
and  for  refusing  longer  to  serve  he  was  committed 
to  prison.  *'It  is  not  lawful,"  said  he,  "for  a 
Christian  to  bear  arms  for  any  earthly  considera- 
tion," and  he  was  in  consequence  put  to  death : 
Cassian,  another  Christian  convert  in  the  same 
legion,  also  gave  up  his  commission  and  for  the 
same  cause  was  consigned  to  the  executioner; 
Martin  was  bred  to  the  profession  of  arms,  but 
when  he  was  convinced  of  Christianity,  he  aban- 
doned his  profession ;  the  reason  he  gave  for  his 
conduct  was  this,  "  I  am  a  Christian,  and  there- 
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fore  I  cannot  fight."  Lactantius,  another  early 
Christian,  says  expressly,  '*  It  can  never  be  law- 
ful for  a  righteous  man  to  go  to  War." 

Justin  Martyr  declares  that  the  refusal  of  the 
Christians  to  bear  arras  was  a  fulfilment  of  the 
ancient  prophecy,  "  We,  who  in  times  past  killed 
one  another,  do  not  now  fight  with  our  enemies." 
These  were  the  views  of  the  Christians  who  im- 
mediately succeeded  the  Apostles  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  Church,  and  this  faithfulness  was 
maintained  throughout  the  first  two  centuries. 
But  as  the  Church  lost  its  purity  and  became  cor- 
rupted, and  the  love  of  filthy  lucre  became  pre- 
dominant, her  aspiring  Bishops  began  to  court 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  and  the  glory  of  them ; 
they  yielded  to  worldly  influences — little  by  little 
they  forsook  the  precepts  of  their  Divine  master, 
till  military  forms  were  borrowed  from  the  na- 
tions around  them,  and  among  whom  they  dwelt, 
to  express  the  engagements  by  which  they  at- 
tached themselves  to  Christ  as  their  leader.*  The 
introduction  of  military  forms  readily  paved  the 
way  for  the  introduction  of  a  military  spirit. 

The  civil  and  ecclesiastical  dominion  became 
blended,  professing  Christians  became  amalga- 
*  Mosheim,  vol.  1,  p.  67. 
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mated  with  the  corrupt  customs  and  morals  of 
the  age,  and  the  doctrine  that  War  was  Anti- 
Christian,  ceased  to  be  regarded  by  carnal  pro- 
fessors as  the  doctrine  of  Christ.  This  doctrine 
being  abandoned,  the  great  mass  of  people  who 
were  kept  in  darkness  and  ignorance  by  their 
priests,  were  easily  persuaded  to  take  up  arms, 
"*  and  even  to  believe  that  they  had  a  Divine  com- 
mand for  the  commission  of  the  most  inhuman 
deeds.  During  the  ages  of  general  corruption 
and  violence,  which  succeeded  the  union  of 
Church  and  State,  there  were  some  left  who  still 
advocated  the  cause  of  Peace. 

The  Waldenses,  in  the  r2th  century,  declined 
and  condemned  all  wars  and  fightings  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  Christian  religion.  In  the  15th 
century  the  enlightened  Erasmus,  wrote  his 
"  Complaint  of  Peace"  and  "  Plea  of  Reason, 
religion  and  humanity  against  War."  Episcopius 
declares,  that  the  wars  of  the  Christians  furnished 
the  Jews  with  substantial  reasons  for  rejecting 
Christianity.  Wickliffe  declared  that  the  whole 
trade  in  War  was  sinful. 

That  pious  and  learned  man.  Bishop  Taylor, 
had  a  clear  view  of  the  genuine  doctrine  of  Christ, 
when  he  expressed  himself  thus:  "As  contrary 


22 

as  cruelty  is  to  mercy,  tyranny  to  charity:  so 
are  War  and  bloodshed  to  the  meekness  and  gen- 
tleness of  the  Christian  religion.  I  had  thought, 
said  he,  of  the  prophecy,  that  under  the  Gospel, 
our  swords  should  be  turned  into  ploughshares, 
and  our  spears  into  pruning  hooks.  I  knew  that 
no  tittle  spoken  by  God's  Spirit  should  return 
unperformed  and  ineffectual ;  and  I  was  certain 
that  such  was  the  excellency  of  Christ's  doctrine, 
that  if  men  would  obey  it,  Christians  should  never 
war  one  against  another." 

George  Fox  and  his  faithful  co-adjutors,  boldly 
proclaimed  that  all  wars  and  fightings  were  at 
variance  with  the  principles,  precepts  and  practice 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Apostles — and  the  So- 
ciety which  was  gathered  through  their  instru- 
mentality, have  continued  through  many  persecu- 
tions to  bear  a  faithful  testimony  on  the  subject  to 
the  present  day.  They  believe  that  all  wars  and 
fightings,  whether  offensive  or  defensive,  for 
whatever  purpose,  or  by  whomsoever  they  may 
be  conducted,  are  contrary  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
that  being  unreservedly  prohibited  by  the  pre- 
cepts of  Jesus,  no  real  Christian  can  engage  in, 
or  encourage  them. 


CHAPTER   III. 

POPULAR   PREJUDICES    IN    FAVOUR    OF    WAR. 

A  false  idea  prevails  that  glory  is  attached 
■M  to  the  military  profession — that  fame  is  ac- 
quired by  victories  obtained  in  war — that  great- 
ness necessarily  belongs  to  the  conqueror,  and 
his  deeds  are  worthy  of  universal  applause. 

The  praise  that  is  bestowed  upon  those  who 
,  have  been  engaged  in  war,  furnishes  fuel  to  the 
flame  of  ambition,  and  keeps  alive  that  restless 
spirit  of  acquiring  dominion,  which  usurps  an 
authority  never  delegated  to  man,  and  over-runs 
the  earth  with  carnage  and  plunder. 

That  the  Ancient  Heathens  who  in  the  dark- 
ness of  their  imaginations  deified  such  passions 
as  anger  and  revenge,  should  have  attached  glory- 
to  the  profession  of  war,  and  applauded  the  de- 
stroyers of  their  species,  is  not  disproportionate 
to  their  views  of  the  character  of  God,  and  the 
nature  and  duties  of  man. 

But  for  those  on  whom  the  light  of  Christi- 
anity has  beamed,  to  attach  glory  to  a  custom 
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which  Christianity  condemns,  is  a  monstrous 
blasphemy,  a  disgrace  to  religion,  and  a  disho- 
nour to  God. 

The  constant  tendency  of  war  is  the  degrada- 
tion of  the  human  character  ;  instead  of  elevating, 
it  sinks  man  down  to  a  level  with  the  beasts  of 
the  field,  and  in  fact  below  them.  War  is  an 
imitation  of  the  actions  of  irrational  brutes,  which 
kill  and  destroy  each  other. 

The  fame  that  is  supposed  to  be  attached  to 
the  military  profession — the  greatness  that  is 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  conqueror,  must  be  a 
phantom  of  limited  duration ;  in  the  progress  of 
pure  Christianity,  it  must  sink  into  oblivion  and 
contempt. 

All  the  monuments  that  have  ever  been  erected 
to  perpetuate  the  name  and  deeds  of  the  warrior 
— all  the  victories  he  has  ever  gained  in  the  work 
of  destruction,  sink  into  utter  insignificance,  in 
the  mind  and  estimation  of  a  wise  man,  when 
compared  with  the  name  which  he  obtains  who 
through  Divine  grace  has  conquered  those  lusts 
and  passions  of  his  own  bosom  which  lead  to 
wars  and  fightings. 

The  name  of  one,  the  warrior  or  hero,  may 
be  engraven  on  stone — the  pyramid  may  mark 


his  final  resting  place,  and  tell  the  passing  stran- 
ger the  story  of  his  short  earthly  career — but 
even  these  will  crumble  to  the  dust,  or  be  dese- 
crated by  enlightened  posterity ;  the  other  has 
a  name  "  written  in  heaven"  in  the  imperishable 
record  of  the  "  Lamb's  Book  of  Life,"  and  will 
be  ranked  among  the  benefactors  of  mankind,  in 
ao^es  to  come.  "  He  that  is  slow  to  anofer  is 
better  than  the  mighty,  and  he  that  ruleth  his 
spirit,  than  he  that  taketh  a  city."* 

True  greatness  consists  in  the  subjugation  of 
evil  passions,  the  exercise  of  Christian  virtues, 
and  the  improvement  of  the  human  intellect. 

When  we  contemplate  the  eflects  produced 
upon  human  conduct  and  character,  by  this  love 
of  military  glory,  and  look  at  the  unparalleled 
crimes  which  have  been  committed  in  its  pursuit 
— when  we  see  it  extinguishing  virtue,  and  per- 
verting the  noblest  endowments  of  man's  nature, 
v/e  have  sufficient  reason  to  withhold  applause, 
and  to  view  with  just  abhorrence  the  whole  mili- 
tary profession.      * 

And  who  are  the  departed  heroes   and  con- 
querors to  whom  the  world  has  done  homage  ? 
Among  these  we  may  place,  Nero,  who  set  fire 
*  Proverbs  svi.  32. 
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to  Rome  that  he  might  amuse  himself  with  the 
miseries  of  its  unfortunate  inhabitants ;  Cahgula, 
who  murdered  many  with  his  own  hands,  and 
caused  thousands  who  were  guilty  of  no  crime 
to  be  cruelly  butchered  ;  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
who  slaughtered  80,000  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem 
in  cold  blood ;  Hamilcar,  who  threw  all  the  pri- 
soners that  came  into  his  hands  to  be  devoured 
by  wild  beasts ;  Ashdrubal,  who  put  out  the  eyes 
of  the  Roman  captives,  cut  off  their  noses,  legs, 
arms,  and  tore  their  skin  to  pieces  with  iron 
rakes  and  harrows  ;  Genghis  Khan,  who  caused 
70  chiefs  to  be  put  into  as  many  caldrons  of 
boiling  water — who  took  pleasure  in  beholding 
his  army  beheading  100,000  prisoners  at  once — 
who  massacred  during  the  last  twenty-two  years 
of  his  reign  14,470,000  human  beings,  and  com- 
mitted ravages  in  four  years  that  were  not  re- 
paired in  as  many  centuries ;  Tamerlane,  who 
destroyed  three  or  four  thousand  people  by 
pounding  them  in  large  mortars,  and  by  building 
them  among  bricks  and  mortar  in  a  wall;  Alex- 
ander, Ca3sar,  and  Buonaparte — to  whose  mad 
ambition  the  lives  of  6,000,000  human  beings 
were  sacrificed  ! ! 
These  are  a  few  specimens  of  what  the  world 
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has  dignified  with  the  appellation  of  "  glorious 
achievements" — "splendid  victories" — these  are 
anions  the  heroes  whom  the  world  has  honoured 
with  the  false  glare  of  applause. 

That  without  war  nations  would  have  no 
means  of  obtaining  a  redress  of  grievances. 

When  nations  go  to  war  for  a  redress  of  inju- 
ries, they  may  justly  be  compared  to  a  man  who 
spends  a  hundred  dollars  in  a  vexatious  law-suit 
for  the  recovery  of  a  debt  of  ten ;  in  other  words 
they  inflict  greater  injuries  on  themselves  than 
those  they  attempt  to  redress,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  vast  sacrifice  of  human  life  that  often  attends 
their  quarrels.  This  is  clear  from  the  following 
views. 

It  is  fully  admitted,  even  by  its  most  strenuous 
advocates,  that  war  is  the  greatest  calamity  that 
can  befall  any  people,  and  experience  has  amply 
proved,  that  when  nations  engage  in  it,  it  is 
always  upon  the  uncertainty  of  any  good  results 
from  the  contest. 

"In  every  age,"  says  Napier,  "and  in  every 
nation,  the  uncertainty  of  wars  has  been  prover- 
bial." 

The  practice  of  settling  national  difi'erences  at 
the  "  cannon's  mouth"  or  with  the  point  of  the 
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bayonet,  might  be  expected  from  savages,  but 
there  is  no  principle  of  reason  or  common  sense 
upon  which  it  can  be  justified  among  civihzed 
people.  When  we  look  back  upon  the  past,  and 
review  the  scenes  of  slaughter  and  carnage  with 
which  the  pages  of  history  are  stained,  w^e  have 
a  melancholy  evidence  of  the  effect  of  this  delu- 
sive opinion,  that  war  furnishes  the  only  means 
of  obtaining  a  redress  of  grievances. 

"  War,"  says  a  late  writer,*  "  is  utterly  ineffec- 
tual to  secure  or  advance  the  object  at  which  it 
aims.  The  misery  which  it  excites,  contributes 
to  no  end,  helps  to  establish  no  right,  and  there- 
fore in  no  respect,  determines  justice  between 
the  contending  parties. 

The  fruitlessness  and  vanity  of  war  appear  in 
the  results  of  the  great  wars  by  which  the  World 
has  been  lacerated.^ 

After  long  struggles,  in  which  each  nation  has 
inflicted,  and  received  incalculable  injury,  peace 
has  been  gladly  obtained,  on  the  basis  of  the  con- 
dition of  things  before  the  war.  Status  ante 
Bellum. 

*  An  oration  by  Charles  Sumner,  delivered  before  the 
authorities  ofthe  City  of  Boston — contained  in  a  pamphlet 
of  96  pages,  and  well  worthy  the  attentive  perusal,  not 
only  ofthe  friends  of  peace,  but  the  advocates  of  war. 
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Let  me  refer  for  an  example  to  our  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  the  professed  object  of  which 
was  to  obtain  from  the  latter  power  a  renunciation 
of  her  claim  to  impress  our  seamen.  The  great- 
est number  of  American  seamen  ever 'officially- 
alleged  to  be  compulsorily  serving  in  the  British 
navy  was  about  eight  hundred.  To  overturn  this 
injustice,  the  whole  country  was  doomed  for 
more  than  three  years  to  the  accursed  blight  of 
war.  Our  commerce  was  driven  from  the  seas ; 
the  resources  of  the  land  were  drained  by  taxa- 
tion ;  villages  on  the  Canadian  frontier  were  laid 
in  ashes  ;  the  Metropolis  of  the  Republic  was 
captured,  while  gaunt  distress  raged  every  where 
within  our  borders.  Weary  with  this  rude  trial, 
our  Government  appointed  commissioners  to 
treat  for  peace,  under  these  instructions  ;  "  your 
first  duty  will  be  to  conclude  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  and  you  are  authorized  to  do  it,  in  case 
you  obtain  a  satisfactory  stipulation  against  im- 
pressment, one  which  shall  secure  under  our  flag 
protection  to  the  crew.  If  this  encroachment  of 
Great  Britain  is  not  provided  against,  the  United 
States  have  appealed  to  arms  in  vain.''''*  After- 
wards, despairing  of  extorting  from  Great  Britain 
*  American  State  papers,  vol.  iii.  p.  577. 
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a  relinquishment  of  the  unrighteous  claim,  and 
foreseeing  only  an  accumulation  of  calamities  from 
an  inveterate  prosecution  of  the  war,  our  Govern- 
ment directed  their  negotiators,  in  concluding  a 
treaty  of  peace,  "  to  omit  any  stipulation  on  the 
subject  ofi'/npressment.^^  The  instructions  were 
obeyed  and  the  treaty  that  once  more  restored  to 
us  the  blessing  of  peace,  which  we  had  rashly 
cast  away,  and  which  the  country  hailed  with 
an  intoxication  of  joy,  contained  no  allusion  to 
the  subject  of  impressment,  nor  did  it  provide  for 
the  surrender  of  a  single  American  sailor  detained 
in  the  service  of  the  British  navy,  and  thus  by 
the  confession  of  our  own  Government,  the 
United  States  had  appealed  to  arms  in  vain." 
p.  21. 

In  the  dark  ages  of  Europe  it  was  a  common 
practice  to  settle  personal  differences  by  a  resort 
to  arms;  but  as  the  light  of  truth  and  civilization 
beamed  on  the  benighted  understandings  of  men, 
this  mode  of  settling  disputes  was  abolished  :  all 
civilized  nations  now  agree,  that  justice  is  more 
readily  obtained  in  the  case  of  single  individuals, 
by  the  arbitration  of  judicial  tribunals,  than  by  a 
resort  to  arms.  "  As  we  revert  to  those  early 
periods  when  it  prevailed,  our  minds  are  im- 
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pressed  by  the  barbarism  which  we  behold  ;  we 
recoil  with  horror,  from  the  awful  subjugation  of 
justice  to  brute  force  ;  from  the  impious  profana- 
tion of  the  character  of  God  in  deeming  him 
present  in  these  outrages ;  from  the  moral  degra- 
dation out  of  which  they  sprang,  and  which  they 
perpetuated;  we  involve  ourselves  in  our  self- 
complacent  virtue,  and  thank  God  that  we  are 
not  as  these  men,  that  ours  is,  indeed,  an  age  of 
light ;  while  theirs  was  an  age  of  darkness  !  But 
are  we  aware  that  this  monstrous  and  impious 
usage,  which  our  enlightened  reason  so  justly 
condemns  in  the  cases  of  individuals  is  openly 
avowed  by  our  country,  and  by  the  other  coun- 
tries of  the  Earth,  as  a  proper  mode  of  determin- 
ing justice  between  them."* 

Nations  are  no  more  likely  to  obtain  justice 
by  a  resort  to  arms — than  individuals  were  who 
submitted  the  settlement  of  disputes  to  the  ar- 
bitrament of  trial  by  battle.  The  principle,  and 
rule  of  action  are  the  same,  the  enormity,  cruelty 
and  folly  of  the  usage,  are  as  great  in  one  case 
as  the  other,  whether  it  be  advocated  by  the 
semi-barbarian  of  the  Feudal  asfe,  or  the  states- 
man  of  a  more  civilized  and  enlightened  people. 

*  Sumner's  oration,  page  25. 
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Both  alike  involve  the  right  of  closing  the  proba- 
tion of  an  immortal  being — a  liberty  not  delegated 
to  man — -and  which  can  never  be  exercised  either 
by  individuals  or  by  nations,  without  violating  the 
precepts  and  commands  of  Christ. 

It  is  said  that  war  aims  at  the  establishment  of 
justice.  What  folly  to  look  for  justice  from  a 
custom  that  disrobes  society  of  humanity  and 
mercy,  stops  at  no  degree  of  vileness  or  depravity, 
spreads  the  seeds  of  immorality,  demolishes  every 
work  of  human  improvement,  and  barters  away 
the  highest  privileges  of  a  nation  by  exchanging 
a  state  of  national  happiness  for  one  of  national 
woe. 

Even  admitting,  that  nations  sometimes  ob- 
tained a  kind  of  justice  by  this  mode  of  settling 
differences,  the  sacrifice  of  human  life  which  it 
occasions,  would  outweigh,  in  the  mind  of  a 
christian  every  consideration  in  its  favour. 
Man  is  an  immortal  being;  he  does  not  live  and 
die  as  tlie  beasts  that  perish ;  his  high  and  im- 
mortal destiny  therefore  demands  the  full  period 
of  existence  granted  him  by  his  Creator;  for 
man  to  take  upon  himself  to  shorten  that  exist- 
ence, is  to  usurp  God's  prerogative — and  they 
who  do,  assume  an  awful  responsibility. 
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During  the  American  revolution  the  Society 
of  Friends  were  frequently  concerned  to  renew 
Iheir  christian  testimony  against  the  spirit  of 
war.  The  following  anecdote  of  Warner  Mifflin 
is  taken  from  the  "Friend  of  Peace."  The 
person  who  undertook  the  service  of  communi- 
cating the  testimony  of  the  society  to  General 
Washington  and  General  Howe  was  Warner 
Mifflin.  To  perform  this  duty,  he  had  to  walk 
in  blood,  and  among  the  dead  bodies  of  those 
who  had  fallen  in  battle ;  he  performed  the  ser- 
vice with  great  freedom  and  intrepidity.  In  the 
conversation  with  General  Washington,  he  said 
expressly  "I  am  opposed  to  the  revolution,  and 
to  all  changes  of  government  which  occasion  war 
and  bloodshed." 

"After  General  Washington  was  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  Warner  Mifflin  went 
to  visit  him  at  New  York,  and  was  treated  by 
the  President  with  kindness  and  respect.  In  the 
course  of  the  interview  the  President  recollected 
what  Mifflin  had  said  to  him  at  Germantown, 
and  thus  addressed  him :  '  Mr.  Mifflin  will  you 
please  to  inform  me  on  what  principles  you  were 
opposed  to  the  revolution  V  Mifflin  answered, 
— 'Yes,  friend   Washington; — upon  the    same 
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principles,  that  I  should  be  opposed  to  a  change 
in  this  government.  All  that  ever  was  gained 
by  revolutions  is  not  an  adequate  compensation 
to  the  poor  mangled  soldier,  for  the  loss  of  life 
or  limb.'  After  some  pause  and  reflection  the 
President  replied,  '  Mr.  Mifflin,  I  honour  your 
sentiments ; — there  is  more  in  that,  than  man- 
kind have  generally  considered.'  " 

The  truth  is,  an  appeal  to  arms  is  the  least 
likely  way  to  obtain  redress  of  wrongs  ;  the  rea- 
son is  obvious ;  in  most  cases  where  nations  go 
to  war,  it  is  utterly  impossible  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  question  at  issue  to  settle  it  by  such 
means ;  a  fight  cannot  justly  settle  a  dispute. 
Every  principle  of  justice  is  set  aside  when 
nations  undertake  to  settle  their  disputes  with 
the  sword.  They  do  not  sufficiently  estimate 
the  blessings  of  peace,  or  they  would  not  mani- 
fest so  much  irritability  on  every  occasion  of 
difference.  Nothing  can  be  more  irrational  or 
destitute  of  justice  than  this  mode  of  adjusting 
national  difficulties  ;  and  no  plan  of  operations 
could  well  be  devised  so  expensive  as  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  system.  War  has  placed  a 
burden  on  Europe,  in  the  shape  of  national 
debts,  that  the  labours  of  many  generations  will 
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not  be  able  to  remove.  It  cannot  be  less  at  this 
time  than  ten  thousand  million  of  dollars,  or 
five  times  as  much  as  all  the  coin  in  the  world ! 
The  national  debt  of  England  is  nearly  four 
thousand  million  of  dollars  !  It  is  impossible 
to  estimate  the  entire  expenses  of  the  war  system. 
Our  revolutionary  war  cost  England  nearly  seven 
hundred  millions  of  dollars — her  wars  with  Na- 
poleon, five  thousand  millions  more.  For  twenty 
years  England  spent  for  war  purposes  an  average 
of  more  th^an  a  7nillion  of  dollars  per  day  1 1 

From  1793  to  1815,  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years,  the  wars  carried  on  by  professing  chris- 
tians, exceeded  ffteen  thousand  milli07is  of 
dollars.  The  interest  of  which  would  be  nine 
hundred  millions  a  year  ! 

The  annual  expense  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  is  about  $6,000,000.  From  the  forma- 
tion of  our  present  government  to  1843,  seventeen 
hundred  and  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  had 
been  appropriated  in  tij7ie  of  peace  to  prepare 
for  war! ! 

In  view  of  all  the  difficulties  and  evils  which 
attend  the  practice  of  settling  national  disputes 
by  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  will  it  be  urged  that 
it  is  the  only  means  by  which  it  can  be  accom- 
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plished?  How  much  more  consistent  with  rea- 
son, philosophy,  and  religion,  to  adjust  all  such 
disputes  by  amicable  arbitration;  such  a  method 
would  prevent  a  vast  effusion  of  blood — do  away 
the  evils  and  calamities  of  war,  and  have  a  ten- 
dency to  extend,  with  vast  advantages  to  man- 
kind, the  peaceful  arts  and  sciences — the  fore- 
runners of  civilization  and  the  handmaids  of 
religion. 

Can  any  considerate  man  who  seriously  re- 
flects upon  the  subject  for  a  moment,  suppose 
that  the  probability  of  obtaining  right,  by  the 
decision  of  judicious  arbitrators,  would  be  less 
than  by  an  appeal  to  arms  ?- — would  it  not  be 
more  rational,  more  in  accordance  with  enlight- 
ened Christianity — and  more  likely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  happy  results  to  all  parties,  than  the 
practice  of  destroying  each  other's  commerce, 
burning  their  towns  and  cities,  and  overrunning 
each  other's  terrhories  with  rapine  and  plunder. 

AVere  the  eyes  of  people  opened  to  see  the 
evils  and  delusions  of  war,  some  such  remedy 
would  speedily  be  adopted ;  what  vast  expendi- 
tures of  money  might  thus  be  saved,  \vhich  are 
now  employed  in  military  and  naval  preparations. 
This  miofht  be  directed  in  a  thousand  channels 
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for  the  national  improvement ;  science  and  litera- 
ture mio-ht  be  encouraored,  the  blessino-s  of  edu- 
cation  might  be  extended  to  the  inmates  of  the 
humblest  cottage  in  the  land ;  greater  permanency 
and  stability  would  be  given  to  human  govern- 
ments ;  the  inhabitants  of  different  nations  could 
meet  each  other  as  brethren  and  christians ;  their 
friendly  relations  would  be  more  easily  main- 
tained, and  professing  christians  would  then  fur- 
nish a  practical  evidence  that  the  religion  of  their 
master  extirpates  barbarity,  cruelty  and  revenge, 
and  instead  thereof  inculcates  "  Peace  on  earth, 
good  will  to  men." 

Again,  it  is  said,  that  if  nations  do  not  place 
themselves  in  a  position  of  defence  they  will  be 
exposed  to  continual  insidt  and  aggression. 
This  plea  however  is  not  confirmed  by  experience 
nor  founded  on  facts — 'a  strikinsr  illustration  of 
the  contrary  is  to  be  found  in  the  settlement  of 
Pennsylvania.  When  Wm.  Penn  took  the  go- 
vernment he  distinctly  proclaimed  to  the  Indians, 
his  desire  to  preserve  uninterrupted  peace,  by 
conducting  the  government  on  forbearing  and 
pacific  principles.  Wm.  Penn  came  without 
arms,  he  had  no  message  but  love.   "  We  meet," 
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said  he  to  the  Indians,  "on  the  broad  pathway 
of  good  faith  and  good  will,  no  advantage  shall  be 
taken  on  either  side,  but  all  shall  be  openness  and 
love."  Did  the  character  of  this  government 
invite  insult  and  aggression  ?  No — her  citizens 
enjoyed  a  state  of  peace  for  more  than  70  years. 
While  New  England  was  carrying  on  a  war  of 
extermination,  and  the  surrounding  colonies  were 
the  scenes  of  Indian  hostilities,  the  Indians  of 
Pennsylvania  entered  into  a  solemn  covenant  in 
which  they  say  "we  will  live  in  love  with  Wm. 
Penn  and  his  children  as  long  as  the  moon  and 
the  sun  shall  endure." 

In  the  Edinburgh  Review  of  the  life  of  Wm. 
Penn,  the  reviewer,  in  speaking  of  the  treaty 
made  by  him  with  the  Indians,  says : — "  Such 
indeed  was  the  spirit  in  which  the  negotiation 
was  entered  into  and  the  corresponding  settle- 
ment conducted,  that  for  the  space  of  more  than 
70  years,  and  so  long  indeed  as  the  Quakers  re- 
tained the  chief  power  in  the  government,  the 
peace  and  amity  which  had  thus  been  solemnly 
promised  and  concluded  never  was  violated  ;  and 
a  large  though  solitary  example  afforded,  of  the 
facilities  with  which  they  who  are  really  sincere 
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and  friendly  in  their  views,  may  live  in  harmony 
with  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  peculiarly 
iierce  and  friendless." 

Here  then  is  a  national  example  of  a  refusal 
to  bear  arms — an  example  set  too,  in  the  midst 
of  six  nations  of  Indians,  who  while  they  were 
ready  to  commit  outrages  upon  other  States, 
"  uniformly  respected  and  held  as  sacred  the  ter- 
ritories of  William  Penn." 

Such  was  the  government  of  Pennsylvania 
while  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  those  who  be- 
lieved that  war  was  incompatible  with  Christi- 
anity, and  therefore  resolved  not  to  make  it  an 
element  of  political  economy,  and  it  was  not  till 
the  voice  of  the  Quaker  was  overruled  in  her 
Legislative  Councils  by  those  who  had  more 
confidence  in  the  sword  for  protection,  than  in 
the  principles  of  peace,  that  "  violence  was  heard 
in  her  land,  wasting  and  destruction  within  her 
borders." 

Shall  this  national  example  of  a  government 
founded  on  pacific  Christian  principles,  so  suc- 
cessful in  its  operation,  never  be  imitated?  Will 
it  still  be  urged  that  nations  have  no  better  means 
of  security  and  protection  than  the  sword?  It 
would  be  a  libel  on  Christianity  to  assert  that  its 


40 


professors  could  maintain  friendly  relations  with 
those  who  are  often  miscalled  Savages — but  not 
w^ith  each  other. 

It  was  the  aim  of  William  Penn  to  imitate  God 
in  justice  and  mercy,  and  acting  upon  these  car- 
dinal principles  of  truth  and  right,  he  easily  se- 
cured the  friendship  of  the  Indians,  and  preserved 
inviolate  the  bonds  of  amity  and  peace. 

His  only  weapons  were  love  and  good  will — 
by  these  he  was  able  to  effect,  what  all  the  armies 
of  England  never  could  accomplish,  the  peaceful 
and  just  possession  of  foreign  territory. 

The  government  instituted  by  this  Christian 
Legislator,  breathed  "peace  on  earth,  good  will 
to  men."  Pennsylvania  became  the  asylum  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty-^a  home  for  the  op- 
pressed of  every  land.  Enlightened  philanthro- 
pist !  generations  to  come  shall  bless  thee, — thy 
name  shall  go  down  to  posterity  gathering  bless- 
ings with  the  progress  of  time,  while  the  names 
of  those  who  have  led  conquering  armies  to  vic- 
tory will  be  forgotten,  and  their  deeds  of  slaugh- 
ter and  carnage,  for  which  deluded  mortals  have 
praised  them,  if  remembered  at  all,  will  be  remem- 
bered as  the  "  follies  and  iniquities  that  are  past." 
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CHAPTER   IV. 

WAR    NOT    SANCTIONED    BY    DIVINE    AUTHORITY. 

It  has  been  the  general  practice  of  mankind 
from  time  immemorial,  lo  call  on  the  aid  of  the 
supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe,  in  their  sanguinary 
conflicts,  to  persuade  themselves  that  He  is  per- 
sonally interested  in  their  quarrels,  and  to  return 
thanks  to  Him  for  their  success  in  the  butchery 
of  his  rational  and  accountable  children.  The 
sacred  name  and  attributes  of  Deity  have  become 
associated  with  the  scenes  of  the  battle  field,  and 
the  favor  and  blessings  of  heaven  are  implored  on 
the  actions  of  wicked  and  malignant  spirits. 

War  is  accompanied  with  the  forms  of  devo- 
tion ;  and  under  the  blind  infatuation  that  the  God 
of  justice,  mercy,  and  love,  lends  his  sanction  to 
the  scenes  of  blood  and  carnage,  which  have 
desolated  the  nations  of  the  earth,  armies  meet 
in  the  field  of  battle,  prepared  with  murderous 
weapons  to  execute  the  work  of  death.  The  sig- 
nal for  action  is  given  ;   the  roar  of  cannon,  the 
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clashing  of  arms,  the  agonizhig  shrieks  of  the 
dying,  tell  that  this  work,  is  going  on  with  horri- 
ble rapidity ;  a  host  of  angry  passions  display 
their  fury  ;  the  moans,  the  curses  and  impreca- 
tions of  the  wounded  and  dying,  mingle  with  the 
"  confused  noise  of  the  warrior  and  garments 
rolled  in  blood."  Go  to  the  battle  ground  when 
the  engagement  is  over,  and  see  if  there  be  any 
thing  which  heaven  can  rejoice  in  there.  The 
ground  is  covered  with  the  victims  of  war, 
lying  either  cold  in  death,  or  expiring  in  the 
midst  of  excruciating  pains,  imploring  death  to 
put  an  end  to  their  miseries.  The  wounded,  the 
dying,  and  the  dead,  are  heaped  up  together. 
Multitudes  are  often  left  on  the  field,  day  after 
day,  without  food  or  drink  or  shelter  from  the 
inclemencies  of  weather,  to  linger  out  a  miserable 
and  painful  existence,  and  to  die  at  last,  shut  out 
from  the  kindness  and  consolations  of  friends, 
without  even  receiving  so  much,  in  the  hour  of 
need,  as  a  "  cup  of  cold  water,"  to  moisten  their 
dying  lips.  But  the  horrid  scene  does  not  close 
here.  To  be  acquainted  with  the  calamities  of 
war,  we  must  go  to  a  besieged  city,  whose  in- 
habitants are  cut  off  from  the  supplies  of  food 
necessary  to  support  life;  we  must  witness  the 
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agonies  of  thousands  dying  from  hunger ;  we 
must  witness  the  sacking  of  such  a  city  after  it 
is  taken,  see  the  inhabitants  butchered,  the 
grossest  crimes  perpetrated  on  unprotected  fe- 
males ;  infants  stabbed  at  their  mothers'  breasts  ; 
the  dwelhngs  of  the  inhabitants  fired,  and  thou- 
sands who  had  been  reduced  to  the  gates  of  death 
by  starvation,  inchiding  the  aged  and  the  sick, 
perishing  beneath  the  smoking  ruins.  Add  to 
all  this,  the  widows  and  orphans,  mothers,  sis- 
ters and  children  who  are  left  to  mourn  in  hope- 
less solitude  for  the  loss  of  a  husband,  a  father, 
or  a  brother,  and  we  yet  have  but  a  faint  picture 
of  the  accumulated  miseries  and  evils  of  war. 

Humanity  sickens  at  the  contemplation  of  these 
scenes  of  confusion,  and  every  principle  of  reli- 
gion recoils  from  such  exhibitions  of  moral  de- 
pravity. The  spirit  of  war  drives  the  finer  feelings 
of  man's  nature  into  exile  ;  it  shuts  out  the  senti- 
ment of  love  from  his  soul.  We  cannot  seriously 
consider  these  things  without  being  impressed 
with  the  horrors  of  war,  and  deploring  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  a  desolating  evil.  Shall,  then, 
our  estimate  of  the  character  of  God  be  so  im- 
perfect, so  contracted,  so  limited,  as  to  lead  us 
to  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  these  things  could 
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be  ill  the  ordering  of  his  wisdom,  or  that  he 
should  command,  sanction  or  approve  this  work 
of  destruction,  devastation  and  death,  by  which 
milhons  after  millions  of  human  beinors  are  hur- 
ried  to  the  world  of  spirits  tinder  the  influence 
of  depraved  and  revengeful  feelings,  and  the  sum 
of  wretchedness  and  misery  augmented  to  the 
living  ?  Such  an  idea  of  the  will  and  character 
of  God,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  awful  delusion, 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  a  clear  and  positive  duty  to 
treat  it  as  a  demoralizing  and  liurtful  superstition. 

The  propagation  of  such  a  doctrine  is  fraught 
with  immense  mischief  to  the  human  race.  It 
opposes  the  spreading  of  the  gospel  of  peace, 
subjects  religion  to  the  sneers  and  sarcasms  of 
the  unbeliever,  and  is  eminently  calculated  to 
drive  men  to  infidelity  and  atheism  on  the  one 
hand,  and  to  a  belief  in  a  revengeful  and  malevo- 
lent Deity  on  the  other. 

Were  it  not  that  this  absurd  opinion  was  inter- 
woven with  the  deep-rooted  prejudices  of  educa- 
tion and  tradition,  which  are  often  mistaken  for 
religious  convictions,  calm  reflection  would  be 
sufficient  to  show,  that  it  is  wholly  founded  in 
error,  and  that  nothing  but  a  perverted  view  of 
the  divine  nature,  could  induce  any  one,  either  in 
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ancient  or  modern  limes  to  believe,  that  the  Sove- 
reign of  the  universe  ever  commanded  any  peo- 
ple to  destroy  their  fellow  creatures,  or  that  he 
now  lends  his  sanction  to  the  cruelties  of  war. 

God  is  not  the  author  of  "confusion,  but  of 
peace."  He  does  not  delight  in  the  death  of  the 
wicked.  He  has  no  attribute  that  can  rejoice  at 
the  lamentations  of  the  widows,  or  the  cries  of 
helpless  orphans,  which  are  made  by  war.  He 
does  not  call  into  action  those  deplorable  passions 
of  madness  and  folly,  without  which  wars  and 
fightings  are  impossible.  He  does  not  fill  the 
human  bosom  with  cruelty,  malice,  revenge, 
hatred,  ambition,  and  the  thirst  of  military  glory. 
These  are  the  "lusts"  from  which  the  apostle 
James  has  said  "  come  wars  and  fightings." 

If  Divine  Goodness  commands  or  sanctions 
war,  he  must  as  certainly  authorize  and  sanction 
the  dispositions  by  which  it  is  carried  into  exe- 
cution ;  and  before  men  can  associate  such  tem- 
pers and  passions  with  the  unchanging  attributes 
of  the  divine  mind,  they  must  have  become  vain 
in  their  imagination,  and  their  "  foolish  hearts  are 
darkened,  they  change  the  glory  of  the  incor- 
ruptible God  into  an  image  like  unto  corruptible 
man,  and  his  truth  into  a  lie." 
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Such  distorted  views  of  the  divine  will  and 
character,  have  led  mankind  into  idolatry,  and 
slirouded  religion  with  error,  superstition,  and 
darkness.  Under  their  influence  men  may  easily 
imagine  the  Deity  to  be  like  themselves,  covetous 
and  cruel,  implacable  and  delighting  in  revenge  ; 
their  conceptions  of  Him  being  modified  by  the 
state  of  their  own  minds.  Thus  they  persuade 
themselves  that  God  hates  whom  they  hate,  and 
will  aid  them  to  destroy  all  those  whom  they 
look  upon  as  their  enemies.  Hence  the  plea  that 
war  is  sanctioned  by  divine  authority,  is  made 
one  of  the  most  available  arguments  in  its  favor, 
one  of  the  strongest  defences  of  this  iniquitous 
system.  The  influence  of  the  argument  on  the 
minds  of  the  ignorant,  tends  to  inspire  them  with 
hatred  towards  their  enemies,  and  to  urge  them 
onward  in  the  work  of  death  ;  consequently  there 
is  seldom  a  war  in  which  efforts  are  not  made  to 
persuade  the  multitude  that  the  Almighty  justi- 
fies them  in  it,  and  will  enable  them  to  carry  it 
into  successful  operation. 

Pvlen  professing  to  believe  in  the  benign  gospel 
of  peace,  enter  the  battle  field  under  the  delusive 
idea  that  they  are  fighting  for  the  Almighty  and 
the  Almighty  fighting  for  them.     Chaplains  are 
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stationed  at  the  head  of  opposing  armies,  not  to 
proclaim  the  peaceable  doctrines  of  Christ ;  not 
to  tell  men  to  follow  the  example  of  Jesus  ;  not 
to  inculcate  the  doctrine  of  "  peace  on  earth  and 
good  will  to  men  ;"  not  to  preach  forgiveness  of 
injuries  and  love  to  enemies,  but  to  invoke  the 
aid  of  the  God  of  love  in  the  destruction  of  his 
creatures. 

We  hear  thera  exciting  the  spirit  of  war,  and 
urging  their  hearers  on  to  battle ;  and  what  is 
worse  than  all,  they  ascribe  their  blood-gotten 
victories  to  the  power  of  Omnipotence,  after  they 
have  employed  every  means  which  ingenuity 
could  invent,  to  destroy  their  unhappy  victims. 
When  we  contemplate  the  nature  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ,  and  consider  that  the  duty  of  his  min- 
isters is  to  inculcate  its  obligations,  to  recommend 
the  continual  observance  of  its  precepts,  and 
that  its  plainest  injunctions  require  love  to  ene- 
mies, who  does  not  perceive  that  the  appoint- 
ment and  official  interference  of  war  chaplains  is 
a  solemn  mockery  of  the  Christian  religion,  and 
that  the  practice  of  accompanying  the  victories 
obtained  in  war  with  the  prayers  and  rejoicings 
of  a  professing  christian  people,  is  an  impious 
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profanation  of  the  sacred  name,  a  direct  violation 
of  the  commandment,  "  Tiioii  shalt  not  take  the 
name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain." 

When  nations  are  at  war,  the  press  teems  with 
its  spirit,  the  professed  preacher  of  religion, 
prostituting  his  sacred  calling,  too  often  becomes 
the  miserable  echo  of  the  same  spirit,  and  lan- 
guage as  violent  as  it  is  irreverently  wicked,  is 
employed  to  inflame  the  very  passions  which  it 
should  be  his  chief  aim  to  subdue. 

Of  latter  time,  war  sermons  and  war  prayers 
have  been  of  such  frequent  occurrence,  that  peo- 
ple in  all  the  different  denominations  in  our  land, 
as  well  as  in  foreign  countries,  are  becoming  dis- 
gusted with  their  impiety,  especially  as  they  are 
made  on  the  occasion  of  every  battle  by  both  the 
contending  parties.  It  matters  not  how  unjust  or 
iniquitous  may  be  the  circumstances  which  have 
led  to  the  war  or  attended  it,  or  how  little  mercy 
has  been  shown  to  the  vanquished,  both  parties 
consider  themselves  in  the  right — both  call  on  the 
same  great  Being  to  give  success  to  their  arms, 
and  both  return  thanks  to  him  for  His  favor  and 
assistance. 

The  following  quotations  will  show  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  war  is  defended,  and  divine  author- 
ity claimed  for  the  custom  by  some  of  the  pro- 
fessed ministers  of  religion. 

•'  Go  then,  ye  defenders  of  your  country, 
advance  with  alacrity  into  the  field,  where  God 
himself  musters  the  hosts  of  war.  Religion  is 
too  much  interested  in  your  success  not  to  lend 
you  her  aid.  She  will  shed  over  this  enterprise 
her  selectest  influence.  I  cannot  but  imag'ine  the 
virtuous  heroes,  legislators  and  patriots,  of  every 
age  and  country,  are  bending  from  their  elevated 
seats  to  witness  this  contest,  as  if  they  were  in- 
capable, till  it  be  brought  to  a  favorable  issue,  of 
enjoying  their  eternal  repose.  Enjoy  that  re- 
pose, illustrious  immortals !  Your  mantle  fell 
when  you  ascended,  and  thousands,  enflamed 
with  your  spirit,  and  impatient  to  tread  in  your 
steps,  are  ready  to  swear  by  Him  that  sitteth 
upon  the  throne,  and  liveth  forever  and  ever, 
they  will  protect  freedom  in  her  last  asylum,  and 
never  desert  that  cause,  which  you  have  sustained 
by  your  labors,  and  cemented  with  your  blood. 
And  thou,  Sole  Ruler  amongthe  children  of  men, 
to  whom  the  shields  of  the  earth  belong, — gird 
on  thy  sword,  thou  most  Mighty !  Go  forth  with 
our  hosts  in  the  day  of  battle  !  Impart,  in  addi- 
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tion  to  their  hereditary  valor,  that  confidence  of 
success  which  springs  from  thy  presence  !  Pour 
into  their  hearts  the  spirits  of  departed  heroes ! 
Inspire  them  with  thine  own  ;  and  while  led  by 
thy  hand,  and  fighting  under  thy  banners,  open 
thou  their  eyes  to  behold,  in  every  valley,  and  in 
every  plain,  what  the  prophet  beheld  by  the  same 
illumination — Chariots  of  fire,  and  horses  of  fire. 
Then  shall  the  strong  be  as  tow,  and  the  maker 
of  it  as  a  spark,  and  the)''  shall  burn  together,  and 
none  shall  quench  them."* 

An  additional  war-prayer  has  lately  been  com- 
posed by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
introduced  into  the  service  of  the  Church  of 
England,  thanking  the  Almighty  for  the  recent 
victories  of  that  nation  in  India.  The  battle  on 
the  Sutlej  was  one  of  the  raost  terrific  in  the  an- 
nals of  modern  warfare.  It  is  reported  that 
30,000  persons  were  left  dead  on  the  field.  One 
would  think  this  terrible  slaughter  would  have 
been  a  sufficient  carnival  for  the  war-god.  But 
no  !  Moloch  must  have  more  sacrifices,  more 
human  victims  to  satiate  his  appetite,  and  another 
feast  is  prepared  for  him  by  the  same  hands. 
After  the  victory  was  complete,  fivt  thousand 
*  Sermon  by  Robert  Hall,  A.  M. 
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more  ivere  driven  info  the  river  and  droivned. 
One  of  the  English  journals  says,  "  The  battle 
began  at  six,  and  was  over  at  eleven  o'clock. 
The  hand  in  hand  combat  commenced  at  nine, 
and  lasted  scarcely  two  hours.  The  river  was 
full  of  sinking  men.  For  two  hours,  volley  after 
volley  was  poured  in  on  the  sinking  men, — the 
stream  being  literally  red  with  blood,  and  cover- 
ed with  the  bodies  of  the  slain.  At  last  the 
musket  ammunition  becoming  exhausted,  the  in- 
fantry fell  to  rear,  the  horse  artillery  plying 
grape,  till  not  a  man  was  visible  within  range — 

NO  COMPASSION  WAS  FELT,  OR  MERCY  SHOWN  !  !" 

One  of  the  missionaries  in  India,*  speaking  of 
the  same,  says,  "  It  may  truly  be  said  that  Cal- 
cutta is  a  city  of  mourning,  as  there  is  scarcely 
any  one  that  has  not  to  deplore  the  loss  of  a  re- 
lation, or  friend,  or  acquaintance,  who  has  fallen 
in  battle." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  prayer, 
used  on  account  of  this  victory : 

"  0,  Lord  God  of  Hosts,  in  whose  hand  is 
power  and  might  irresistible,  we,  thine  unworthy 
servants,  most  humbly  acknowledge  thy  good- 
ness, in  the  victories  lately  vouchsafed  to  the 
*  Dr.  Duff. 
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armies  of  our  Sovereign,  over  a  host  of  barbarous 
invaders,  who  sought  to  spread  desolation  over 
fruitful  and  prosperous  provinces,  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  peace,  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  crown.  We  bless  thee,  0,  merciful  Lord, 
for  having  brought  to  a  speedy  and  prosperous 
.issue,  a  war,  to  which  no  occasion  had  been 
given,  by  injustice  on  our  part,  or  apprehension 
of  injury  at  our  hands.  To  thee,  O  Lord,  we 
ascribe  the  glory.  It  was  thy  wisdom  which 
guided  the  counsel,  thy  power  which  strength- 
ened the  hands  of  those,  whom  it  pleased  thee 
to  use  as  thy  instruments  in  the  discomfiture 
of  the  lawless  aggressor,  and  the  frustration 
of  his  ambitious  designs.  From  thee  alone 
Cometh  the  victory,  and  the  spirit  of  moderation 
and  mercy  in  the  day  of  success.  Continue,  we 
beseech  thee,  to  go  forth  with  our  armies,  where- 
soever they  are  called  into  battle  in  a  righteous 
cause,  and  dispose  the  hearts  of  their  leaders  to 
exact  nothing  more  from  the  vanquished,  than  is 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  se- 
curity against  violence  and  rapine." 

The  idea  of  the  Deity  "  guiding  the  counsel," 
and  "  strengthening  the  hands"  of  an  army,  to 
fire  volley  after  volley  of  grape  shot  and  cannon 
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balls  into  a  mass  of  sinking  men,  until  "  the 
river  was  literally  red  with  blood,  and  covered 
with  the  bodies  of  the  slain,"  and  then  to  call 
this  "  the  spirit  of  moderation  and  mercy  in  the 
day  of  success,"  furnishes  an  example  of  delu- 
sion, if  not  "  spiritual  wickedness  in  high 
places,"  which,  for  the  honor  of  the  Christian 
religion,  it  is  hoped  will  remain  without  a  paral- 
lel. 

It  is  very  clear  that  a  Deity  to  whom  such 
prayers  are  made,  cannot  be  the  God  of  mercy 
and  love.  It  must  be  the  god  of  war  alone,  that 
can  delight  to  hear  them.  When  will  professing 
Christians  cease  to  worship  this  idol?  When 
will  they  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  Jesus — "  Bles- 
sed are  the  TYiercifuU  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 
Blessed  are  the  peace-makers,  for  they  shall  be 
called  the  children  of  God." 

The   war   which   our   own    government   has. 

waged  against  the  people  of  Mexico,  and  which 

is  now  going  on  at  an  enormous  expenditure  of 

the  public  treasure, — a  war,  which  it  is  to  be 

feared,  has  originated  in  a  desire  to  extend  and 

perpetuate  the  iniquitous  system   of   American 

slavery, — is  considered   by  many  as  sufficiently 

just  and  holy,  to  be  approved  by  the  Supreme 

5#. 
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Ruler  of  the  world.  Prayers  are  publicly  offered 
up  on  the  occasion  of  victory,  and  the  armies  of 
the  nation  are  encouraged  in  the  work  of  shed- 
ding  human  blood,  by  professors  of  the  gospel 
of  peace,  who  are  endeavoring  to  cover  up  its 
deformity  with  the  cloak  of  religious  influence. 

In  a  sermon  lately  preached  to  a  volunteer 
company,  about  to  start  for  the  seat  of  war,  and 
attended  by  a  large  concourse  of  the  citizens  of 
Washington,  the  speaker,  Henry  Sheer,  a  minis- 
ter of  the  M.  E.  Church,  began  by  exhorting  the 
men  to  "  endure  hardness  as  true  soldiers."  The 
country  had  called  them  to  war,  because  the 
country  needed  their  services.  He  told  them 
that  the  way  of  duty  was  the  way  of  safety,  and 
urged  them  to  pay  no  heed  to  those  who  would 
try  to  indoctrinate  the  people  with  the  idea  that 
it  was  a  "  sin  affainst  God  to  go  to  war."  "When 
the  civil  authorities  send  you  to  battle,  obey 
them."  He  declared  "  it  to  be  a  leading  prin- 
ciple of  Christianity  to  be  ready  to  stand  iip, 
life  or  death,  for  our  country  P^  and  added, 
"  that  the  man  who  would  not  tiorht  for  his  coun- 
try  was  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  saving  of  his 
own  soul !"  "The  man,"  says  the  speaker, 
"  who  fidits  the  hardest  when  the  blows  fall  the 
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thickest,  and  prays  sincerely  to  the  God  of  bat- 
tles, is  the  best  soldier,  and  the  best  Christian." 
He  exhorted  them  to  prayer,  he  besought  them 
to  emulate  the  faith  and  virtue  of  the  Centurion, 
and  no  harm  should  befall  them  !  Their  bat- 
talion of  500  men  seemed  but  a  handful,  com- 
pared to  those,  who  it  was  supposed  would  be 
brought  against  them,  when  they  reached  the 
land  of  the  Aztecs;  but  never  mind,  said  he, 
Gideon,  with  but  300  men,  vanquished  the  Mid- 
ianitish  host,  and  his  battle  cry  was,  "  the  sword 
of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon  !"  "  Look  well,"  said 
he,  "  to  the  bright  examples  of  Gideon  and  the 
Roman  Centurion ;  give  vour  hearts  to  God  in 
prayer,  and  your  bullets  to  the  foe,  and  you  will 
come  off  more  than  conqueror  !" 

Such  is  the  manner  in  which  war  is  defended 
and  encouraged,  by  those  who  plead  divine  au- 
thority for  the  practice. 

Jesus  endeavored  to  "  indoctrinate"  the  people 
with  the  idea,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  will  of 
God  to  hate  their  enemies,  or  to  return  evil  for 
evil,  and  both  by  precept  and  example  enforced 
this  great  truth,  "My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world,  else  would  my  servants  fight.     But  here 
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is  a  man  calling  himself  a  minister  and  servant 
of  Christ,  warning  the  people  against  those  who 
are  leaching  the  doctrine  that  it  is  wrong  to  hate 
our  enemies,  and  to  go  to  war ;  and  telling  them 
that  the  man  who  "  fights  the  hardest,  is  the  best 
christian." 

Fellow  professors  of  the  christian  name,  whom 
will  ye  believe,  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  or  such 
teachers  as  these  ?  You  cannot  believe  both, 
because  the  sentiments  they  inculcate  are  as 
much  opposed  to  each  other  as  light  is  to  dark- 
ness. 

If  those  who  contend  for  the  divine  authority 
of  war,  would  state  in  plain  language,  what  their 
doctrine  implies,  the  sentiment  would  have  but 
few  advocates  among  the  reflecting  portion  of 
mankind. 

If  the  Deity  commands  or  approves  of  war,  it 
fellows  that  he  approves  of  all  those  acts  and 
fruits  which  are  inseparable  from  the  system. 
Let  us  see  what  these  are.  Besieging  and  plun- 
dering of  cities — burning  villages — laying  waste 
fruitful  provinces — sinking  ships — destroying  the 
productions  of  art  and  science — retarding  civili- 
zation— prohibiting  the  spreading  of  Christianity : 
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War  encourages  intemperance — theft — murder 
— violence.  It  sows  the  seeds  of  vice  and  im- 
morahty  broadcast  among  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  thus  multiplies  moral  and  physical  evils  on 
the  family  of  man.  Strip  the  custom  of  war  of 
the  ficr-Ieaf  covering,  and  forms  of  devotion, 
which  traditional  religionists  have  thrown  around 
it — take  away  the  veil  of  false  glory  which  de- 
luded mortals  have  attached  to  it,  and  these  are 
its  realities.  It  is  safe,  therefore,  to  say,  that 
unless  Divine  Goodness  approves  of  these  things, 
he  does  not  approve  of  war. 

That  war  is  incompatible  with  the  will  and  at- 
tributes of  God,  may  be  proved  by  the  concur- 
rent testimony  of  divine  revelation,  the  scriptures 
of  truth,  and  the  evidences  of  his  goodness,  de- 
rived from  a  careful  view  of  external  nature. 

First,  The  testimony  of  divine  revelation. 

By  divine  revelation  I  mean,  an  inward  sense 
or  perception  of  the  will  of  Deity,  spoken  or 
made  known  immediately  to  the  soul ;  the  only 
universal  and  infallible  teacher  of  human  duty  ; 
a  distinct  source  of  intelligence,  differing  from 
the  natural  conscience  of  man,  and  as  much  supe- 
rior to  natural  reason,  as  the  reason  of  man  is 
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superior  to  the  instinct  of  the  lowest  orders  of 
the  animal  creation. 

In  scripture  language,  it  is  called  "  the  grace 
of  God  that  brings  salvation  and  has  appeared 
unto  all  men,  teaching  them  to  deny  all  ungodli- 
ness and  worldly  lusts,  to  live  soberly,  right- 
eously and  godly  in  this  present  world."  It  is 
the  "still  small  voice  of  divine  love,"  speaking 
the  language,  "  this  is  the  way,  walk  in  it." 

While  the  conscience  may  become  "defiled," 
"perverted,"  "seared  as  with  a  hot  iron," 
through  the  habitual  abuse  of  man's  free-agency, 
until  it  connives  at  the  irregularities  of  human 
conduct,  even  to  the  shedding  of  human  blood, 
and  all  the  evils  connected  with  the  practice  of 
war,  this  still  small  voice  of  divine  love  has  in 
all  ages,  and  through  all  the  stages  of  human  pro- 
gress, however  diversified,  spoken  the  same  lan- 
guage, and  produced  wherever  it  has  been 
obeyed  the  same  eflfects.  It  has  taught  mankind 
in  every  age,  that  the  only  course  of  human  con- 
duct which  is  acceptable  to  the  Deity,  is  that  in 
which  man  endeavors  to  imitate  the  goodness 
and  perfections  of  his  Maker.  It  leads  man  out 
of  the  spirit  of  haired,  and  from  under  the  influ- 
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ence  of  every  malignant  passion.  It  redeems 
him  from  the  unbridled  indulgence  of  ungodli- 
ness and  worldly  lusts  ; — these  are  the  effects  it 
produces,  when  obeyed,  with  positive  and  unde- 
viating  certainty ;  and  as  no  effect  can  be  pro- 
duced without  an  adequate  cause,  so  it  proves 
with  the  clearness  of  a  moral  demonstration,  that 
in  the  absence  of  those  tempers  and  dispositions 
which  divine  love  subdues,  wars  and  fiorhtinffs 
are  impossible.  For  it  is  impossible  for  a  man 
under  the  influence  and  guidance  of  divine  love 
to  hate  or  to  desire  to  destroy  his  fellow  man. 

Secondly,  The  testimony  of  scripture. 

"Thou  shall  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all 
thy  mind,  soul  and  strength,"  is  the  first  and 
great  commandment,  and  in  connection  with  the 
second,  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thy- 
self," contains,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the 
blessed  Jesus,  the  substance  of  all  the  law  and 
the  prophets.  Jesus  referred  to  these  because 
they  were  God's  commandments,  equally  true  in 
the  days  of  Moses  as  they  were  then,  and  they 
are  just  as  true  now  as  they  were  in  the  days  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  apostle  John  says,  "If  any 
man  say  he  loves  God  whom  he  has  not  seen, 
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and  hates  his  brother  whom  he  has  seen,  he  is  a 
liar  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him," — showing  the 
utterirapossibility  of  fulfilling  the  first  command, 
and  the  certainty  of  violating  the  second  even  if 
he  indulge  those  passions  whence  wars  and  fight- 
ings proceed. 

"  TJiou  slialt  not  steal.^^  There  never  was  a 
war,  but  what  has  been  accompanied  with  the 
crime  of  stealing :  robbery  and  plunder  form  a 
part  of  the  system,  and  are  acknowledged  to  be 
consistent  with  the  rules  of  war  by  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  who  actually  grant  licenses  to  men 
to  commit  robbery  and  piracy  at  pleasure,  in  the 
shape  of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal. 

"  Thou  shall  not  kill^  War  is  a  system  of 
killing  and  butchering  human  beings,  which  the 
nations  of  the  earth  have  sanctioned,  and  by 
which  they  aim  to  do  each  other  the  greatest  pos- 
sible injury.  The  chief  business  of  war  is  to 
kill  men,  women  and  children.  It  is  a  low  esti- 
mate to  say  that  2,000,000  of  human  beings  have 
been,  on  an  annual  average,  killed  by  war  during 
the  last  five  thousand  years. 

It  is  absurd  and  unreasonable  to  believe,  that 
these  commandments  are  to  be  violated  with  im- 
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punlty  by  Divine  authority,  which  would  be 
the  case  if  war  was  commanded  by  the  Deity 
or  consistent  with  his  will. 

"  God  is  love,  and  they  that  dwell  in  love 
dwell  in  God,  and  God  dwelleth  in  themy 

"The  wisdom  that  cometh  down  from  above 
is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to 
be  in  treated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  with- 
out partiality  and  without  hypocrisy,"  and  by 
the  teachings  thereof  mankind  never  have  been, 
and  never  can  be,  instructed  in  the  art  of  war,  or 
led  to  practice  it  in  any  of  its  features. 

"  God  hath  called  us  to  peace.''^  "  The  king- 
dom of  God  is  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

"  Live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of  love  and  of 
peace  shall  be  with  you." 

'*  Whosoever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer ; 
and  ye  know  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life 
abiding  in  him." 

^  I  might  go  on  to  fill  pages  with  similar  pass- 
ages, taken  from  almost  every  scripture  writer, 
and  thus  bring  forward  a  "cloud  of  witnesses," 
whose  testimony  should  tend  to  one  point,  prov- 
ing that  these  ivriters  believed  the  Deity  to  be  a 
"  God  of  love  and  of  peace,"  and  not  a  God  of 
6 


62 

hatred  and  war,  and  that  it  is  only  "  every  good 
and  perfect  gift.i'^  that  "  cometh  down  from  the 
Father  of  lights,  in  whom  there  is  neither  varia- 
bleness nor  shadow  of  turning." 

The  testimony  of  external  nature. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  one  carefully  to  study 
external  nature  without  perceiving  that  the  bene- 
volence of  the  Creator  is  manifest  in  every  part 
of  his  widely  extended  dominions.  The  uni- 
verse, with  all  the  multitudinous  races  of  beings 
with  which  it  is  peopled,  is  manifestly  under  the 
care  of  one  common  Father,  who  "  openeth  his 
hand  and  supplieth  the  wants  of  every  living 
creature."  He  "maketh  his  sun  to  shine  on 
the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the 
unjust  as  well  as  the  just,"  As  far  as  the  in- 
tentions and  purposes  of  the  Deity  are  unfolded 
to  our  finite  understandings,  they  reveal  a  work 
of  benevolence  and  love.  All  things  are  made 
subservient  to  a  universal  principle  of  order,  by 
which  happiness  and  enjoyment  are  intended  to 
be  realized  by  every  gradation  of  living  exist- 
ences. God  has  assigned  to  every  creature  its 
sphere  in  the  creation,  and  within  the  boundaries 
fixed  for  its  developement,  he  has  placed  the 
means  of  enjoyment.     As  one  star  difTereth  from 
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another  star  in  glory,  so  do  these  his  creatures, 
excel  each  other  in  the  scale  of  intelligence  and 
being.  Man  was  made  for  society; — not  to  do 
injury,  but  to  do  good.  He  was  not  to  live  in 
continual  hostility  to  his  own  flesh,  and  regard 
his  fellow  man  as  his  enemy.  Such  an  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  Creator,  would  be  destitute  of 
benevolent  design.  "  God  hath  made  of  one 
blood  all  the  nations  of  men  that  dwell  upon  the 
earth,"  he  hath  sown  in  the  heart  of  man  the 
seeds  of  every  virtuous  affection.  These  he 
intended  should  produce  those  acts  of  reciprocal 
kindness  and  friendship  which  so  abundantly 
widen  the  horizon  of  human  enjoyment.  The 
gift  of  reason,  and  that  still  higher  gift,  the  ema- 
nation from  the  Divine  mind  with  which  man  is 
endowed,  furnish  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  eleva- 
tion above  the  beasts  that  perish,  and  his  creation 
for  nobler  pursuits,  than  to  be  the  enemy  and  de- 
stroyer of  his  fellow  man. 

WARS    OF    THE  ANCIENT   JEWS. 

The  advocates  of  war,  attempt  to  prove  its 
Divine  authority  by  the  scriptural  account  of  the 
wars  of  the  ancient  Jews.  They  appeal  to  the 
Bible  to  prove  that  the  Divine  Being  once  lent 
his  sanction  to  the  custom  of  war,  and  actually 
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commanded  the  Israelites  to  carry  on  a  bloody 
and  exterminating  warfare  against  the  natives  of 
Canaan.  Hence  they  arrive  at  the  conclusion, 
that,  as  the  Deity  once  sanctioned  war,  there  is 
nothing  inconsistent  in  believing  that  He  may 
sanction  it  still.  They  do  not  however  appear 
to  consider  that  the  Jews  did  many  things  which 
it  would  not  be  proper  for  Christians  to  imitate. 
If  their  conduct  is  to  be  a  rule  for  us,  we  ought 
to  follow  them  in  the  rite  of  circumcision, — we 
should  perform  their  sacrifices,  and  keep  their 
feasts.  We  may  not  only  justify  war  by  their 
conduct,  but  polygamy,  and  other  evil  practices 
also.  They  claimed  Divine  authority  to  destroy 
the  natives  of  Canaan,  to  cut  off  one  of  their 
ovv'n  tribes,  and  in  certain  cases,  to  stone  their 
children  to  death.  How  far  they  really  had  such 
authority,  we  can  only  judge  by  what  we  know 
of  the  Divine  nature.  If  God  is  good,  and  jus- 
lice,  mercy  and  love  are  his  attributes, — if,  in  the 
outward  and  spiritual  creation  he  has  given  us 
manifold  demonstrations  of  his  benevolence,  and 
if  He  is  unchangeable,  the  same  yesterday,  to- 
day and  forever,  then  we  know  he  could  never 
have  given  a  command  to  any  people  to  commit 
such  acts  of  cruelty  as  these.     If  wars  and  fight- 
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ings,  cruelty  and  revenge,  are  inconsistent  with 
the  will  of  the  Deity  now,  they  ever  have  been, 
and  ever  will  be. 

This  appeal  to  the  scriptures  to  support  the 
custom  of  war,  greatly  diminishes  their  useful- 
ness to  mankind,  because  they  can  only  be  valu- 
able so  far  as  they  give  encouragement  to  godli- 
ness, to  the  cultivation  of  virtuous  and  benevolent 
feelings,  and  to  just  views  of  the  being  and  attri- 
butes of  God.  To  endeavor  to  prevent  the 
scriptures  from  being  used  as  authority  for  the 
indulgence  of  evil  and  revengeful  passions,  is  not 
to  call  in  question  either  the  authenticity  of  the 
history,  or  the  sincerity  with  which  the  writers 
of  them  recorded  their  views  of  the  commands 
of  Deity,  or  the  duties  of  man.  The  Jews  no 
doubt  thought  they  were  doing  God  service  in 
destroying  the  Canaanites,  and  persuaded  them- 
selves to  believe  that  Jehovah  led  them  on  to 
batde.  But  as  thousands  of  people,  from  that 
day  to  this,  have  fallen  into  the  same  fatal  error, 
is  it  not  well  for  us  to  inquire  how  far  the  ancient 
Jews  were  liable  to  be  swayed  in  their  apprehen- 
sions of  duty,  by  the  force  of  their  prejudices, 
and  how  far  the  circumstances,  by  which  they 
were  surrounded,  tended  to  modify  their  opi- 
6* 
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nions  ?  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  before 
we  make  their  opinions  or  practices  our  rule  of 
action,  that  we  examine  them  by  the  light  of 
truth,  furnished  to  our  own  minds,  by  the  illu- 
mination of  which  alone,  we  shall  be  able  rightly 
to  estimate  what  has  been  said  by  others  con- 
cerning the  nature  and  commands  of  God.  If 
that  which  is  written,  be  at  variance  with  that 
which  is  revealed  by  the  internal  convictions  of 
right,  it  is  doing  violence  to  the  spirit  any  longer 
to  cling  to  the  letter.  "  The  letter  killeth,  but 
the  spirit  giveth  life."  It  is  because  the  scrip- 
tures are  read  under  the  influences  of  education 
and  a  superstitious  devotion  to  the  letter,  that  they 
are  quoted  as  authority  for  perpetuating  this 
afflicting  and  desolating  scourge  from  age  to  age. 
The  false  and  forced  constructions  of  their 
meaning,  and  the  mistaken  inferences  that  are 
drawn  from  a  perusal  of  their  pages,  pave  the 
way  for  falsehood  and  error.  Experience  has 
abundantly  shown  that  as  the  mists  of  prejudice 
superstition  and  ignorance  subside,  and  Divine 
light  and  truth  and  knowledge  prevail,  the  views 
which  mankind  have  entertained  of  the  meaning 
of  Scripture,  have  undergone  great  and  radical 
changes.     A  few  centuries  ago  the  doctrine,  that 
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the  earth    was   the    immoveable   centre    of  the 
universe,  was  so  firmly  believed,  that  whoever 
dared  to  assert  a  different  opinion,  did  it  at  the 
peril  of  his  life.     A  false  theory  of  the  universe 
was   ignorantly    adopted,    and  the  attempt   was 
made  to  reconcile  the  appearances  of  nature  with 
the  letter  of  Scripture.     The  learned  Spigleus, 
Bishop  of  Upsalin  Sweden,  suffered  martyrdom 
at  the  stake  for  asserting  the  doctrine  of  the  anti- 
podes.     The    celebrated    philosopher    Gahleo, 
was   confined  in   a  dungeon  on  account  of  his 
opinions  being  at  variance  with  what  was  sup- 
posed to  be    the  true  meaning  of  the  Bible,  the 
doctrine  that  he  taught,  and  which  is  now  fully 
believed  by  every  one  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, was  pronounced  by  a  board  of  Cardinals  to 
be  "unsound  in  philosophy,  heretical  in  religion, 
and  contrary  to  the  Scriptures. ''''    Thus  we  see, 
that  as  clearer  views  of  the  laws  and  operations 
of  nature,  have  gradually  developed,   errors  in 
science  have  been  exposed  which  had  long  been 
defended  because  of  their   supposed    agreement 
with  the  letter  of  Scripture  ;  so,  in  the  progress 
of  light  and  knowledge,  and  of  clearer  and  purer 
views  of  the  divine  nature,   may  we  not  hope 
that  human  opinion  will  be  changed,  till  the  idea 
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that  God  ever  sanctioned  or  commanded  war, 
will  no  longer  be  thought  to  be  in  harmony  with 
his  benevolence  or  with  the  spirit  of  the  Bible  ? 

The  persuasion  that  the  peity  commands  and 
sanctions  war  is  by  no  means  peculiar  to  the 
Jews.  All  the  nations  of  antiquity  deluded 
themselves  with  the  idea,  that  their  gods  were 
either  inviting  them  to  war,  with  its  attendant 
atrocities,  rapine  and  murder'^  or  taking  an  active 
part  on  one  side  or  the  other.  In  this  respect 
modern  nations  are  scarcely  advanced  beyond 
them,  and  they  will  thus  continue  to  degrade  the 
attributes  of  the  Creator  so  long  as  they  are 
taught  to  believe  that  the  Deity  ever  directed 
any  people  to  murder  and  destroy  their  fellows. 

Under  this  false  pretext  of  a  divine  commis- 
sion the  most  shocking  barbarities  have  been 
committed,  by  nations  professing  Christianity. 
A  striking  example  of  this  is  to  be  seen  in  those 
military  expeditions  of  the  Christians  of  Europe 
for  the  deliverance  of  Palestine  from  the  domin- 
ion of  tlie  Saracens  and  Turks.  Influenced  by 
religious  enthusiasm,  amounting  to  fanaticism, 
and  blindly  devoted  to  tiie  letter  of  the  Scriptures, 
it  was  believed  that  the  thousand  years  mentioned 
in  the  20th  chapter  of  Revelations  were  fulfilled, 
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that  Christ  would  soon  make  his  second  appear- 
ance in  Judea  to  judge  the  world.  The  country 
was  at  this  time  in  the  possession  of  the  heathen, 
and  the  same  grave  reasons  were  urged  for 
their  extirpation,  which  had  led  the  Jews  to  de- 
stroy the  inhabitants  of  Canaan.  It  was  con- 
sidered an  indignity  offered  to  the  Christian 
name,  to  allow  Jerusalem  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  Infidels.  When  Peter  the  Hermit  and  Pope 
Urban  the  second  addressed  the  vast  multitudes 
assembled  at  the  Councils  of  Placentia  and 
Clermont,  urging  them  to  enlist  in  the  pioits  un- 
dertaking, it  is  said  the  whole  multitude  vehe- 
mently declared  for  war,  and  exclaiming,  "  It  is 
the  will  of  God  ;  It  is  the  will  of  God,"  solemnly 
devoted  themselves  to  perform  a  service,  which 
they  no  doubt  believed  to  be  highly  meritorious 
in  the  divine  sight.  Under  this  pretended  or 
fancied  commission  the  crusaders  hurried  for- 
ward to  Jerusalem — all  classes  of  men,  from  the 
king  to  the  beggar,  enlisted  in  the  enterprise,  and 
in  a  little  while  seven  hundred  thousand  men 
prepared  for  war,  were  collected  on  the  plains  of 
Asia,  on  the  very  land  where  Jesus  had  told  a 
zealous  disciple,  "  put  up  thy  sword  within  its 
sheath,  for   they    who   take    the    sword,    shall 
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perish  by  the  sword."  With  their  banners  and 
the  cross  hoisted  on  one  of  the  principal  emi- 
nences of  Antiocii,  they  commenced  the  butcher- 
ing of  the  sleeping  inhabitants — men,  women 
and  children  were  indiscriminately  massacred, 
and  on  this  single  night  10,000  human  beings 
perished.  When  these  furious  fanatics  took  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  there  was  also  a  general  mas- 
sacre of  the  inhabitants,  yet  after  they  had 
glutted  themselves  with  blood  and  carnage,  they 
immediately  became  devout  pilgrims,  and  in  re- 
ligious transports  ran  barefooted  through  the 
streets  to  visit  the  holy  sepulchre.  In  these  wild 
and  extravagant  expeditions,  undertaken  under 
the  delusion  that  it  was  the  will  of  God,  six 
millions  of  human  beings  perished.* 

When  we  find  the  professors  of  Christianity, 
who  have  the  advantage  of  knowing  the  precepts 
of  Jesus,  together  with  the  valuable  account  of 
his  pure  and  peaceable  example  before  them,  in 
this  advanced  age  of  civilization  and  refinement, 
laboring  under  these  sorrowful  delusions,  calling 
on  the  Deity  to  aid  them  in  their  sanguinary  con- 
flicts, and  ascribing  their  success  to  Him,  need 
we  wonder  that  the  ancient  Jews,  who  lived  in 
*  Ency.  Brit,  and  Millet's  Elements  of  Gen.  His. 
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an  ao-e  of  greater  darkness,  should  have  enter- 
tained the  belief  that  the  Almighty  sanctioned  their 
conflicts  with  the  nations  around  them,  and  that 
he  commanded  them  to  destroy  their  enemies  ? 

When  we  see  writers  of  modern  history,  re- 
cording their  deeds  of  slaughter  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  induce  the  belief,  that  the  Deity  "  guided 
their  counsels  and  strengthened  their  hands"  in 
the  destruction  of  their  enemies,  need  we  wonder 
that  the  authors  of  the  Jewish  history,  who  were 
men  of  like  passions  with  other  men,  should, 
under  the  influence  of  the  same  mistaken  views 
of  the  nature  of  God,  have  entertained  the  belief 
that  He  fought  their  battles  for  them. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  the  ancient  Jews 
lived  in  an  age  of  great  darkness,  and  in  a  very 
low  state  of  spiritual  advancement,  in  which  con- 
dition they  were  incapable  of  embracing  higher 
and  purer  views  of  the  divine  nature,  or  of  the 
gospel  dispensation,  that  forbids  wars  and  fight- 
ings, and  this  is  urged  as  a  reason  why  there  is 
no  inconsistency  in  their  having  received  a  divine 
command  to  destroy  their  enemies. 

The  same  thing  maybe  said  of  a  large  portion 
of  mankind  in  the  present  day.  Does  this  cir- 
cumstance furnish  any  argument  whatever,  that 
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divine  goodness  should  command  them  to  do 
things  so  much  at  variance  with  his  attributes  of 
justice,  mercy,  and  love? 

That  which  men  do  under  the  influence  of  ig- 
norance, prejudice,  and  benighted  views  of  the 
nature  of  God,  may  not  bring  the  same  degree  of 
condemnation,  which  the  manifestation  of  greater 
light  would  have  unquestionably  produced,  but 
we  cannot  reasonably  infer  from  this,  that  tiieir 
conduct  is  either  approved  or  commanded  by  the 
Deity,  or  that  He  requires  them  to  do  evil,  for 
the  sake  of  producing  good. 

The  false,  but  popular  notion  that  the  Al- 
mighty brings  "good  out  of  evil,"  has  been  fre- 
quently appealed  to  in  order  to  show  that  the 
Deity  makes  use  of  the  angry  passions  of  men  to 
produce  a  general  benefit  to  the  mass  of  mankind  ; 
and  in  this  way  the  evils  connected  with  the  de- 
struction of  the  Canaanites  by  the  Jews,  is  con- 
ceived to  be  comparatively  small,  and  to  be 
overlooked  and  reconciled  with  the  benevolence 
of  the  Creator,  on  account  of  the  good  that  was 
to  result  from  it.  There  is  no  truth  in  the  axiom, 
that  "good  comes  out  of  evil."  Why  then  do 
evil  in  the  hope  of  producing  good?  But  it  is 
true,  that  blessings  often  follow  great  afflictions, 
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or  that  great  good  follows  great  evils  ?  We  should 
ascribe  the  good  to  the  Source  of  all  good.  Man 
is  the  author  of  the  evil — he  brings  upon  himself 
affliction  an*d  distress,  while  God  in  his  mercy 
brings  his  croodness  into  the  evil,  and  lessens  or 

OK)  ' 

disperses  it.  He  does  not  bring  the  good  out  of 
evil,  for  there  can  be  no  good  there.  Thus  his 
providence  is  constantly  producing  blessings  in 
the  midst  of  man's  vindictiveness  and  ignorance  ; 
from  which  it  is  evident  that  the  benevolence  of 
God  triumphs  over  the  wickedness  and  folly  of 
man,  and  if  His  "  will  was  done  on  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven,"  His  blessings  would  all  be  realized 
without  one  intervening  evil. 

Again,  it  is  said  that  the  wickedness  of  the 
people  of  Canaan  was  such  as  to  justify  their  ex- 
termination, and  that  their  destruction  was  an  act 
of  goodness  and  benevolence  on  the  part  of  the 
Creator ;  that  the  Jews  were  merely  the  instru- 
ments employed  by  the  Almighty,  in  the  chas- 
tisement of  a  guilty  and  idolatrous  nation.  If  the 
wickedness  of  a  nation  ever  was  a  sufficient  rea- 
son, why  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe  should 
give  one  part  of  the  human  family  a  commission 
to  destroy  another  part,  there  is  nothing  unrea- 
sonable in  believing  that  he  may  still  employ  the 
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same  means  in  the  punishment  of  nations  equally 
wicked  and  idolatrous  with  the  ancient  Canaan- 
ites.  And  if  so,  there  is  no  more  impropriety  in 
a  christian  having  such  a  command,  than  a  Jew. 
But  Christianity  positively  forbids  war  under  any 
circumstances.  Its  precepts,  "love  your  ene- 
mies," "  do  good  for  evil,"  can  never  be  made  to 
harmonize  with  a  disposition  or  command  to  de- 
stroy them. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Canaan  were  actually  more  wicked  than  other 
nations  had  been  before  them,  or  have  been  since. 
They  were  guilty  it  is  true  of  gross  idolatry, 
and  gready  addicted  to  the  practice  of  offering 
human  sacrifices.  The  laws  and  institutions  of 
the  Jews  were  intended  to  preserve  them  from 
idolatry,  and  from  the  wicked  practices  of  the 
nations  around  them,  and  it  is  unreasonable  to 
believe  that  they  should  be  commanded  to  abolish 
one  evil  practice  by  introducing  another  equally 
inhuman  and  cruel,  which  they  must  have  done 
by  their  dreadful  massacres  of  men,  women,  and 
children. 

The  Canaanites  have  not  been  alone  in  this 
dreadful  practice.  It  has  prevailed  in  almost 
every  nation  of  which  we  have  received  any 
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ancient  account.  The  Egyptians  practised  it  in 
the  early  part  of  their  monarchy — the  natives  of 
Arabia  did  the  same — the  people  of  Dumah  in 
particular,  sacrificed  every  year  a  child,  and 
buried  it  underneath  an  altar — the  Persians  buried 
people  alive — the  natives  of  Tauric  Chasonese, 
offered  up  to  Diana  every  stranger  whom  chance 
threw  upon  their  coast — the  Romans  were  accus- 
tomed to  like  sacrifices.  The  Gauls  and  Ger- 
mans were  so  devoted  to  this  direful  custom,  that 
no  business  of  any  account  was  transacted  with- 
out being  prefaced  with  the  blood  of  men.  The 
Carthaginians  made  choice  of  the  most  fair  and 
promising  of  their  children,  that  their  god  might 
not  be  defrauded  of  his  due.  In  these  sacrifices 
it  is  said  that  parents  first  embraced  their  children 
with  great  fondness,  and  encouraged  them  in  the 
gentlest  terms,  that  they  might  not  be  appalled  at 
the  sight  of  the  dreadful  process,  begging  them 
to  submit  with  cheerfulness  to  this  fearful  opera- 
tion. If  a  tear  or  a  cry  escaped  them  unawares, 
the  mother  smothered  it  with  her  kisses,  and  en- 
deavored to  make  it  a  free-will  offering— these 
cruel  endearments  being  ov^r,  they  stabbed  them 
to  the  heart,  and  witli  the  blood  warm  as  it  ran, 


76 

besmeared  the  altar  and  the  grim  visage  of  the 
idol  !* 

The  natives  of  our  continent  have  offered  their 
millions  of  human  sacrifices.  At  the  dedication 
of  a  single  temple  in  Mexico,  seventy-two  thou- 
sand victims  perished.t 

•  If,  then,  the  wicked  practices  of  the  Canaan- 
ites  were  such  as  to  lead  to  their  extermination, 
by  the  hands  of  men  acting  as  the  instruments  of 
Jehovah,  the  same  plea  might  be  urged  to  de- 
stroy other  nations  in  the  same  manner,  and  in- 
deed a  divine  command  might  be  claimed  to 
destroy  the  whole  human  race,  because  of  the 
sacrifices  they  have  offered  in  war. 

The  Jews  believed  they  were  the  peculiar  fa- 
vorites of  Heaven,  and  the  influence  of  this  persua- 
sion no  doubt  contributed  to  produce  the  hostility 
they  manifested  towards  the  nations  around  them. 
The  same  kind  of  persuasion  has  produced  its 
painful  effect  in  other  ages,  and  among  almost  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  Here  is  the  origin  of 
the  system  of  slavery  and  oppression — and  here 
the  severance  of  that  common  bond  of  brother- 
hood which  was  to  bind  together  the  families  of 

*  Ency.  Brit.  art.  Sacrifice.  +  lb.  art.  Mexico. 
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the  earth.  The  conduct  of  mankind  in  our  own 
times,  furnishes  an  example,  somewhat  similar 
to  the  Jewish  hostility  to  the  people  of  Canaan. 
Look  at  the  treatment  the  natives  of  Africa  have 
received  at  the  hands  of  professing  Christians, 
(who  now  claim  to  be  the  peculiar  favorites  of 
Heaven)  for  the  last  200  years — hear  the  apolo- 
gists of  their  oppression  and  bondage,  contend- 
ing for  their  natural  inferiority — of  their  proneness 
to  idolatry,  of  their  unfitness  to  occupy  the  com- 
mon platform  of  humanity,  of  their  creation  for 
servitude,  and  urging  these  things  as  a  justifica- 
tion of  the  war  that  has  been  waged  against  their 
prosperity — a  war,  which  at  this  very  time  to 
use  the  language  of  a  distinguished  philanthropist,* 
*'  is  shutting  out  theli^ht  of  civilization  and  chris- 
tianity  from  nearly  one  hundred  millions  of  man- 
kind." 

Again,  it  is  said,  that  it  is  no  more  absurd  to 
believe  that  the  Deity  should  make  use  of  the 
sword  in  the  hands  of  men,  to  accomplish  his 
purposes  in  the  punishment  of  the  wicked,  than 
that  he  should  use  the  earthquake,  the  whirlwind, 
and  the  fire  for  the  same  ends. 

If  it  could  be  proved  to  be  the  intention  of  the 

*  Buxton. 
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Deity  to  destroy  human  life,  by  making  use  of 
the  elements  of  external  nature,  this  argument 
would  still  be  sufficiently  absurd  to  refute  itself — 
the  cases  are  no  nearer  parallel  than  two  diverg- 
ing lines  starting  from  the  same  point,  which 
widen  the  further  tliey  are  extended.  The  earth- 
quake the  whirlwind  and  the  fire  are  great  natu- 
ral agents,  subservient  to  regular  physical  laws. 
Man  is  a  moral  and  accountable  being,  the  sub- 
ject of  a  moral  and  spiritual  law.  The  earthquake 
is  not  forbidden  to  kill — neither  is  the  fire  com- 
manded not  to  burn — but  man  is  expressly  told 
by  the  moral  law,  "  Thou  shalt  not  kill." 

Fire  was  made  to  burn,  the  whirlwind  and  the 
earthquake  have  their  appointed  offices  in  the 
economy  of  the  universe.  They  are  as  necessary 
to  the  physical  arrangements  of  nature,  as  the 
sunshine  and  the  shower.  They  are  governed 
by  natural  laws,  which  have  had  their  origin  in 
the  will  of  the  Deity,  and  if  these  laws  were  to 
be  suspended  to  suit  the  follies  or  the  ignorance 
of  man,  tlie  beautiful  universe  we  inhabit  would 
soon  be  reduced  to  confusion  and  chaos. 

The  religion  of  Mahomet,  by  its  doctrine  of 
fatalism,  teaches  its  disciples  to  despise  the  cal- 
culations  of  prudence,    and   to   disregard   even 
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ordinary  efforts  of  security  against  danger.  "  No 
man,"  says  the  Mahometan,  "dies  one  moment 
before  the  right  time,"  and  it  matters  not  whether 
he  comes  to  his  end  on  the  silken  couch,  in  the 
battle  field,  or  by  whatever  casualty  may  happen 
to  him.     If  he  dies  beneath  the  ruins  of  a  falling 
temple,  or  perishes  in  a  sinking  ship,  or  is  buried 
by  the  eruptions  of  a  volcano,  he  dies  in  the 
faith  of  his  fathers,  and  believes  it  is  all  in  agree- 
ment with  the  will  of  heaven.     This  doctrine  is 
at  war  with  nature, — it  pays  no  respect  to  her 
laws, — it  promises  no  good  to  man.     Shall  we 
engraft  this  absurd  notion  on  the  Christian  sys- 
tem, or  shall  we  not  rather  consult  those  laws, 
and  by  a  more  attentive  study  of  nature,  be  en- 
abled to  avert  the  dangers  which  mankind  are 
too  much  accustomed  to  view  as  judgments  from 
the  Almighty  !     Has  he  "  who  gave  wings  to  the 
eagle,  and  at  whose  command  she  mounts  up 
and  maketh  her  nest  on  high" — "  in  the  crag  of 
a  rock  in  a  strong  place,"  been  less  mindful  of 
man — less  provident  to  furnish  the  means  of  his 
safety  and  preservation  from  danger  ? 

Certainly  not.  If  the  laws  which  he  has 
impressed  upon  matter  as  well  as  mind,  were 
rightly  understood  and  regarded,  mankind,  in- 
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stead  of  charging  the  Creator  with  the  intention 
to  destroy  human  life,  by  these  necessary  phe- 
nomenon, would  discover  them  to  be  the  effects 
of  their  legitimate  causes,  and  while  they  would 
be  led  to  admire  the  infallible  certainty  with 
which  these  effects  follow  the  causes  that  pro- 
duce them,  they  would  discover  great  wisdom 
and  benevolence  on  the  part  of  the  Creator,  with- 
out any  hostility  towards  his  creature  man. 

For  who  will  presume  to  say  that  man  has  no 
power  given  him  to  shun  the  effects  of  the  earth- 
quake, the  storm,  or  even  the  "  pestilence  which 
"walketh  in  darkness?"  Do  we  not  see,  as  he  is 
attentive  to  the  "  still  small  voice,"  or  in  other 
words,  "  the  light  that  lighteth  every  man  that 
cometh  into  the  world,"  he  is  preserved  from 
moral  evil  in  himself,  and  can  we  doubt  the  effect 
of  listening  to  it,  when  physical  difficulty  may 
approach  him? 

In  addition  to  this  "  still  small  voice,"  the 
Deity  has  given  to  man  the  principle  of  fear  to 
guard  him  against  rashly  exposing  himself  to 
destruction,  or  placing  himself  unnecessarily  in 
the  way  of  any  of  His  general  laws  by  which 
he  may  be  injured.  Shall  we  then  charge  God 
foolishly,  and  say  he  is  the  author  of  man's  de- 
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struction,  because  man  neglects  the  means  ap- 
pointed for  his  preservation,  and  in  defiance  of 
the  dictates  of  fear,  of  prudence,  and  of  reason, 
locates  his  dwelling  where  earthquakes  from  im- 
memorial time  have  been  his  destroyers  ?  The 
burning  mountain  and  the  undulating  earth, 
forewarn  him  of  danger :  If  he  disregards  all 
these  admonitions,  upon  what  ground  can  he 
charge  his  destruction  on  his  Creator?  The 
laws  of  Deity  govern  absolutely  and  invariably  ; 
if  it  were  not  so,  it  would  require  a  constant  se- 
ries of  miracles  to  preserve  man,  who  is  contin- 
ually placing  himself  within  their  influence. 

The  Israelites  not  only  claimed  divine  author- 
ity for  their  wars  against  the  natives  of  Canaan, 
but  they  even  persuaded  themselves  to  believe 
they  had  the  same  authority  in  a  bloody  conflict 
with  one  of  their  own  tribes.  The  20th  chapter 
of  the  book  of  Judges,  contains  an  account  of  a 
three  days'  war,  waged  by  brother  against  bro- 
ther, in  which  more  than  sixty-five  thousand  lives 
were  lost.  They  inquired  of  the  Lord,  says  the 
historian,  and  received  an  answer  to  go  up  against 
Benjamin.  Twice  they  were  repulsed  with  ter- 
rible slaughter.  On  the  third  day  they  again 
inquired  of  the  Lord,  after  this  manner, — "  Shall 
I  yet  again  go  up  to  battle  against  the  children  of 
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Benjamin,  my  brother,  or  shall  I  cease?  And 
the  Lord  said,  Go  up  ;  for  to-morrow  I  will  de- 
liver them  into  thy  hand." 

On  the  third  day  they  were  successful,  and 
the  war  was  brought  to  a  close.  They  had  smit- 
ten the  Benjamites  with  the  edge  of  the  sword, 
destroyed  their  cattle,  set  fire  to  all  their  cities, 
and  only  six  hundred  men  escaped  and  fled  into 
the  wilderness.  But  what  follows  ?  AVe  are 
told  that  they  went  up  before  the  Lord  and  "wept 
sore,"  and  repented  for  what  they  had  done  to 
Benjamin  their  brother.  Why  repent  of  any 
thino-  which  God  had  commanded  them  to  do  ? 
or  why  go  immediately  and  massacre  the  inhab- 
itants of  Jabesh  Gilead,  who  had  taken  no  part 
in  the  war,  and  then  capture  their  claughters  to 
make  wives  for  those  who  had  escaped  out  of 
Benjamin?  It  is  evident  to  every  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  in  this  case,  they  had  no  such  Divine 
command  or  permission,  but  that  they  were  led 
astray  by  their  own  revengeful  and  malignant 
passions,  and  the  historian,  in  making  the  record 
of  this  transaction,  however  sincere  he  may  have 
been,  was  equally  under  a  delusion.  Indeed,  the 
writino-s  of  the  Jews  furnish  abundant  evidence, 
that  they  were,  like  other  men,  liable  to  be  de- 
ceived by  their  own  imaginings  and  preconceived 
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opinions.  The  account  of  Balaam's  having  per- 
suaded himself  to  believe  that  he  ought  to  do  an 
act,  which  he  had  been  forbidden  to  do,  is  an  ex- 
ample of  great  human  weakness,  and  goes  to 
show  how  easy  a  thing  it  is  for  men  to  put  light 
for  darkness,  and  darkness  for  light. 

When  Judah  and  Simeon  went  up  against  the 
Canaanites,  the  historian  says,  *'  The  Lord  was 
with  Judah  ;  and  he  drave  out  the  inhabitants  of 
the  mountain  ;  but  could  not  drive  out  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  valley,  because  they  had  chariots  of 
iron."  Here  we  have  an  instance  recorded,  in 
w^hich  it  was  manifestly  Judah's  superior  wea- 
pons that  enabled  him  to  drive  out  "  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  mountains,"  but  being  inferior  to 
those  who  "  had  chariots  of  iron,"  he  was  not 
able  to  conquer  them,  and  yet  his  success  in  one 
case,  and  his  defeat  in  the  other,  is  ascribed  to 
the  power  of  Omnipotence. 

If  in  these  instances,  the  Israelites  were  mis- 
taken when  they  supposed  they  had  the  Divine 
sanction  to  carry  on  their  work  of  destruction,  is 
it  not  probable  that  they  may  also  have  been 
mistaken  at  other  times,  and  may  not  their  suc- 
cesses in  the  battles  in  which  they  were  engaged, 

*  Judges  i.  19, 


84 

be  ascribed  to  other  causes,  than  any  personal 
interest  that  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe  had  in 
their  sanguinary  conflicts  ? 

In  view  of  the  fact,  that  they  possessed  the 
same  frailties  as  other  men,  and  were  liable  like 
other  men,  to  distorted  views  of  the  Divine  na- 
ture, it  appears  to  me  to  be  unreasonable  that 
we  should  make  their  opinions  or  their  practice 
of  so  much  authority,  as  would  lead  us  to  ap- 
prove those  things  in  their  conduct,  which  our 
enlightened  reason  and  the  inward  voice  of  reve- 
lation teaches  us  to  condemn  in  the  conduct  of 
all  others. 

We  know  that  God  is  good ;  that  "  he  maketh 
his  sun  to  rise  on  the  good  and  evil,  and  sendeth 
his  rain  on  the  just  and  unjust."  And  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  his  goodness,  long- 
suffering,  and  mercy,  are  the  same  yesterday,  to- 
day, and  forever."  As  every  tree  is  known  by 
its  fruit,  so  are  the  attributes  of  Deity  made  man- 
ifest by  the  effects  which  proceed  from  them  ; 
and  until  we  know  that  benevolence  produces  ma- 
lignity and  hostility  towards  our  race, — that  love 
begets  hatred,  anger,  malice,  and  revenge, — that 
cruelty  is  the  offspring  of  merct/,  we  have  no 
evidence  that  the  practice  of  war  ever  was,  or 
ever  can  be  consistent  with  the  Divine  will. 


CHAPTER  V. 


MODERN    WARS. 


If  it  be  said  that  the  characters  here  selected 
to  illustrate  the  effects  of  war,  are  among  the 
most  atrocious  recorded  in  history,  and  selected 
from  among  the  heathens  who  considered  am- 
bition and  revenge  virtues;  is  it  not  war  that  made 
them  such,  and  does  not  the  custom  always  tend 
to  produce  such  characters,  and  the  same  effects, 
by  creating  a  contempt  of  existence,  and  familiar- 
izing mankind  with  human  suffering  and  misery  ? 

We  cannot  ascribe  these  deplorable  conse- 
quences to  the  wars  of  the  ancient  heathens  alone, 
or  to  their  mode  of  warfare,  they  are  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  the  legitimate  fruits  of  wars  and 
fightings,  whether  they  have  been  conducted  by 
Heathens,  Jews,  or  Christians,  whether  the  actors 
in  these  scenes  of  destruction  have  claimed  a 
Divine  revelation  for  their  conduct  or  not. 

A  few  instances,  out  of  many  thousands,  that 
might  be  collected  from  the  annals  of  our  times, 
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may  be  sufficient  to  show,  that  wars  carried  on 
by  professing  christians  are  no  less  cruel  nor 
deleterious  in  their  effects  than  the  savage  conflicts 
of  the  ancient  heathen  nations. 

After  the  taking  of  Alexandria  by  Buonaparte, 
"  we  were  under  the  necessity"  says  the  relator, 
"  of  putting  the  whole  of  them  to  death  at  the 
breach ;  but  the  slaughter  did  not  cease  with  the 
resistance.  The  Turks  and  inhabitants  fled  to 
their  mosques,  seeking  protection  from  God  and 
their  Prophet,  and  then  mew,  women,  old  and 
young,  and  infants  at  the  breast  jvere  slaugh- 
tered. This  butchery  continued  (or  four  hours, 
after  which  the  remaining  part  of  the  inhabitants 
were  much  astonished  at  not  having  their  throats 
cut."  "  We  might  have  spared  the  men  whom 
we  lost,"  says  General  Boyer,  "  by  only  sum- 
moning the  town,  but  it  was  necessary  to  begin 
by  confounding  the  enemy."  After  the  battle 
of  the  Pyramids,  the  narrative  says,  "  The  whole 
way  through  the  desert  was  tracked  with  the 
bones  and  bodies  of  men  and  animals  who  had 
perished  in  those  dreadful  wastes.  In  order  to 
warm  themselves  at  night,  they  gathered  together 
the  dry  bones  and  bodies  of  the  dead,  which  the 
vultures  had  spared,  and  it  was  by  a  fire  com 
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posed  of  this  fuel  that  Buonaparte  lay  down  to 
sleep  in  the  desert !" 

During  the  war  in  Egypt  many  of  the  soldiers 
were  seized  with  the  plague,  and  with  the  deli- 
rium which  sometimes  accompanies  this  disease  ; 
the  historian  relates  the  case  of  one  who  fell  a 
victim  to  it — he  took  up  his  knapsack  on  which 
his  head  had  been  resting,  and  made  an  effort  to 
rise  and  follow  the  army ;  this  dreadful  malady 
deprived  him  of  strength,  and  after  a  few  steps 
he  fell  again  to  the  ground ;  his  fall  increased  his 
terror  of  being  left  by  the  regiment,  and  he  rose 
a  second  time,  but  with  no  better  success — in  his 
third  effort  he  fell  into  the  sand  to  rise  no  more. 
The  sight  of  him  was  frightful — the  disorder 
which  reigned  in  his  senseless  speech — his  figure 
exhibited  every  thing  that  is  mournful,  presented 
whatever  is  most  hideous  in  death — but  the  sight 
of  this  soldier  excited  no  pity  from  his  comrades, 
they  did  not  even  stop  to  support  him,  or  direct 
his  tottering  steps.  He  was  only  the  object  of 
their  horror  and  derision — they  ran  from  him 
and  burst  in  loud  laughter  at  his  motions  which 
resembled  those  of  a  drunken  man  ;  "  he  has  got 
his  account,"  cried  one,  "  he  will  not  march  far," 
said  another,  and  when  he  fell  for  the  last  time, 
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some  of  them  added,  "  see  he  has  taken  up  his 
quarters  !"  This  terrible  truth,  "  says  the  nar- 
rator," which  I  cannot  help  repeating,  must  be 
acknowledged,  indifference  and  selfishness  are 
the  predominant  feelings  of  an  army  !"  (Miot's 
memoirs  of  the  war  in  Egypt.) 

The  same  writer  thus  describes  a  war  scene 
at  Jaffa.  "The  soldier  abandons  himself  to  all 
the  fury  which  an  assault  authorizes — he  strikes 
— he  slays,  nothing  can  impede  him — all  the 
horrors  which  accompany  the  capture  of  a  town 
by  storm  are  repeated  in  every  street,  in  every 
house — you  hear  the  cries  of  violated  females 
calling  in  vain  for  help,  to  those  relations  whom 
they  are  butchering — no  asylum  is  respected. 
The  blood  streams  on  every  side — at  every  step 
you  meet  with  human  beings  groaning  and  ex- 
piring," &;c. 

Rocca,  in  his  "  memoirs  of  the  war  in  Spain," 
remarks  "  the  habit  of  danger  made  us  look  upon 
death  as  one  of  the  most  ordinary  circumstances  of 
life^ — when  our  comrades  had  once  ceased  to  live, 
the  indifference  that  was  shown  them  amounted 
almost  to  irony." 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  when  describing  the  cam- 
paigns in  Poland  relates  that,  "  the  ground  be- 
tween the  wood  and  the  Russian  batteries,  about 
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a  quarter  of  a  mile  was  a  sheet  of  naked  human 
bodies,  which  friends  and  foes  had  during  the 
night  mutually  stripped,  not  leaving  the  worst 
rag  upon  them,  although  numbers  of  these  bodies 
still  retained  consciousness  of  their  situation. 
It  was  a  sight  which  the  eye  loathed,  but  from 
which  it  could  not  remove." 

In  Labaume's  "  Narrative  of  the  Campaign  in 
Russia,"  the  reader  is  furnished  with  the  most 
horrible  details  of  palaces,  churches  and  streets 
enveloped  in  flames — hundreds  of  blackened  car- 
casses of  the  wretched  inhabitants  whom  the 
fire  had  consumed — hospitals  containing  20,000 
wounded  Russian  soldiers  on  fire  and  consuming 
the  miserable  victims — numbers  of  half  burned 
human  beings  crawling  among  the  smoking  ruins 
— females  violated  and  massacred — parents  and 
children  half  naked,  shivering  with  the  cold,  fly- 
ing in  consternation  with  the  wrecks  of  their 
half  consumed  furniture — roads  covered  for  miles 
with  thousands  of  the  dying  and  the  dead  heaped 
one  upon  another,  and  these  scenes  rendered  still 
more  terrific  by  the  shrieks  of  young  females — 
of  mothers  and  children,  who  united  their  piercing 
cries  in  invoking  death  to  put  an  end  to  their 
agonies. 

8* 
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Schiller,  in  his  history  of  the  thirty  years' 
war,  thus  describes  the  capture  of  Magdeburg: 
"  Exasperated  by  its  long  resistance,  the  com- 
mander of  the  besieging  army,  on  entering  it, 
abandoned  the  city  to  the  unrestrained  rage  and 
lust  of  his  soldiers  ;  and  a  scene  of  horror  ensued 
which  history  has  no  language,  poetry  no  pencil, 
to  portray.     Neither  the  innocence  of  childhood, 
nor  the  helplessness  of  old  age,  neither  rank,  sex, 
nor  beauty,  could  disarm  the  fury  of  the  con- 
querors !  Nothing  could  afford  protection.  Fifty- 
three  women  were   found  beheaded  in  a  sinde 
church  !     Some  of  the  soldiers   amused  them- 
selves with  throwing  children  into  the  flames, 
and  others  with  stabbing  infants  at  their  mothers' 
breasts !  !     Heaps  of  dead  bodies  strewed   the 
ground;  streams  of  blood  ran  along  the  streets; 
and  the  city  being  fired  at  once  in  several  places, 
the  atmosphere  soon  glowed  with  such  intolera- 
ble heat  as  compelled  even  the  soldiers  them- 
selves  to  seek   refuge  in   their  camps.     More 
than  five  thousand  bodies  were  thrown  into  the 
river   to  clear  the  streets  ;  there  perished  in  all 
not  less  than  thirty  thousand.     Magdeburg,  one 
of  the  finest  cities  in   Germany,  was  a  heap  of 
ashes  ;  and  the  next  day  some  of  the  few  survi- 
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vors  were  seen  crawling  out  from  under  the  dead, 
children  wandering  about  with  heart-rending  cries 
in  search  of  their  parents,  and  infants  still  suck- 
ing the  dead  bodies  of  their  mothers  !" 

On  our  own  continent  the  wars  that  have  oc- 
curred during  the  present  century,  have  recorded 
in  characters  of  blood,  the  fact,  that  the  custom 
is  still  v/edded  to  barbarity,  that  cruelty  and  per- 
fidy are  its  legitimate  offspring,  and  that  civiliza- 
tion has  removed  but  few  of  its  horrors,  or  abated 
but  few  of  its  miseries. 

It  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  read  the  narra- 
tive of  the  wars  produced  by  the  revolutions  in 
South  America,  without  having  the  conviction 
forced  upon  him,  that  the  executions  in  cold 
blood,  the  countless  massacres,  the  treachery,  the 
perfidy  and  contempt  of  the  most  solemn  oaths 
and  engagements,  of  which  the  Spaniards  were 
guilty  in  every  colony  and  almost  in  every  dis- 
trict— bear  a  fair  comparison  with  the  barbarous 
and  exterminating  hostilities  of  the  Genghiz 
Khans  and  Tamerlanes  of  Asia.  The  Indians 
were  destroyed  by  thousands  on  the  slightest 
provocation  ;  and  many  of  European  birth  were, 
when  they  fell  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards, 
immediately  shot  or  brutally  treated.     General 
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Miller,  who  was  an  observer  of  these  scenes, 
and  who  was  well  informed  on  the  subject,  esti- 
mates the  number  of  human  beings  destroyed  by 
the  sword  in  Spanish  America  between  the  year 
1810  and  1825  at  one  million  ! 

But  for  examples  of  cruelty,  treachery,  perfidy 
and  contempt  of  solemn  promises,  that  would  be 
disgraceful  in  the  most  barbarous  community, 
we  have  only  to  look  at  the  war  in  Florida — 
where  the  maxim  that  any  means  are  justifiable 
which  may  be  employed  with  advantage  against 
an  enemy,  was  practically  adhered  to.  Horrible 
to  relate  were  the  cruelties  that  it  occasioned — 
the  poor  Indians  were  massacred  without  mercy 
— and  after  many  base  stratagems  had  failed,  it 
w^as  not  considered  inconsistent  with  the  rules 
of  modern  warfare  to  employ  the  blood-hound  in 
this  work  of  extermination. 

"  For  these  fifteen  years,"  says  the  French 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  Observer,  "  we 
have  been  in  Africa ;  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  soldiers  have  perished  there  ;  France  has  ex- 
pended there  more  than  a  thousand  millions  of 
francs ;  and  we  are  hardly  more  advanced  than 
on  the  first  day.  What  do  I  say  ?  We  have 
retrograded.     The  cruelties  of  the  military  lead- 
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ers,  Ihe  devastations  such  as  the  barbarians  would 
hardly  have  committed,  prisoners  butchered,  wo- 
men and  children  burnt  to  death  in  caves  ;  all 
these  ferocious  deeds  have  kindled  in  the  breast 
of  the  Arabs  an  implacable  hatred.  Blood  calls 
for  blood  ;  crime  provokes  crime,  and  our  country 
expends  in  vain  all  its  military  and  financial  re- 
sources ;  every  where  is  met  a  threatening  ene- 
my, ready  to  renew  unceasingly  the  contest, 
eager  to  take  signal  vengeance  for  the  evils  he 
has  suffered." 


CHAPTER  VI. 

CONCLUDING  REMARKS,  PARTICULARLY  ADDRESSED 
TO  CHRISTIAN  PROFESSORS. 

This  then  is  War !  I  have  drawn  no  exag- 
gerated  picture :  such  evils  and  calamities  are 
inseparable  from  the  system — it  is  the  business 
of  war  to  produce  them.  These  are  only  a  few 
isolated  instances  illustrating  the  effects  of  a  sys- 
tem which  professing  Christians  are  upholding 
and  defending  at  the  sacrifice  of  virtue — to  the 
utter  disgrace  of  religion,  and  the  dishonour  of 
God.  They  are  not  romances — but  historical 
facts  ;  which  for  the  credit  of  humanity  we  may 
wish  to  conceal,  but  which  we  cannot  deny. 

These  being  the  undeniable  consequences  of 
the  custom  of  War,  no  other  argument  need  be 
required  to  convince  an  unprejudiced  mind,  that 
its  origin  was  in  the  depravity  of  human  passions 
—that  its  continuance  is  the  effect  of  delusion — 
and  that  reason,  humanity,  and  our  holy  religion, 
demand  its  speedy  and  complete  abolition. 

Our  observations  of  the  outward  creation  as- 
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sure  us  that  order  and  harmony  (not  confusion) 
are  the  first  laws  of  its  author ;  and  as  the  same 
Divine  energy  which  created  and  upholds  the 
universe  is  also  the  author  of  mind,  the  same 
order  and  harmony,  under  his  government,  would 
reign  in  the  moral  that  pervades  the  physical 
world,  were  it  not  for  the  indulgence  of  those 
malignant  dispositions  which  arise  from  the  abuse 
of  man's  free-agency,  and  as  War  furnishes  the 
widest  range  for  their  development  and  exercise, 
it  is  the  greatest  of  all  evils.  The  very  term.  War, 
includes  innumerable  minor  evils,  which  go  un- 
noticed by  its  advocates  ;  it  embraces  every  thing 
that  is  oppressive,  cruel  and  unjust,  from  the 
merciless  system  of  American  slavery,  sanctioned 
and  supported  by  our  laws,  to  every  minor  act 
of  injustice,  in  man's  treatment  of  man.  It  de- 
prives millions  of  human  beings  of  that  inaliena- 
ble right,  life,  which  they  hold  as  an  inheritance 
from  their  Maker — makes  man  the  slave  of  am- 
bition and  tyranny — the  victim  of  revenge;  it 
brutalizes  his  humanity,  obstructs  and  opposes 
the  rational  enjoyment  of  his  intellectual  exist- 
ence—and converts  the  planet  upon  which  he 
dwells  into  one  vast  slaughter-house  for  the 
butchery  of  his  species. 
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Shall  the  sword  devour  for  ever?  Shall  a 
custom  so  opposed  to  reason  and  philosophy,  so 
much  at  variance  w^th  the  benign  spirit  of  the 
gospel,  continue  to  be  upheld  by  rational  beings  ? 
Shall  mankind  continue  to  act  as  thougli  they 
believed  that  God  created  the  present  race  of 
intelligent  creatures  for  the  purpose  of  butchering 
and  destroying  each  other  ? 

Truth  is  more  powerful  than  error,  and  it  will 
finally  triumph  ;  man  may  oppose  its  progress, 
and  retard  the  period  when  the  principles  of 
peace  will  alone  be  cultivated — when  wars  shall 
cease — but  as  Christianity  comes  to  be  under- 
stood and  practised,  the  clouds  which  obscure 
his  moral  vision  will  be  dispelled ;  he  will  dis- 
cover that  the  object  of  his  creation  is  every 
way  worthy  of  his  Divine  Author,  who  called 
him  into  existence  and  endowed  him  witli  intel- 
lectual and  spiritual  powers  of  enjoyment  capable 
of  inconceivable  improvement. 

This  is  a  beautiful  world  that  we  inhabit — 
God  has  made  ample  provision  for  the  happiness 
of  man  :  the  great  characteristics  of  his  unchange- 
able wisdom  and  goodness  are  every  where  ex- 
hibited in  the  beautiful  order  and  laws  that  govern 
the  material  world.     External  nature  proclaims 
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the  unbounded  benevolence  of  its  author.     The 
contemplation  of  this  benevolence  prompts  to  the 
sentiment  of  devotion.     The  study  of  his  works 
opens  to  man  a  wide  field  of  intellectual  enjoy- 
ment ;  it  spreads  a  bountiful  harvest  before  him 
and  promises  to  reward  his  labours   with    the 
treasures  of  knowledge.     The  peaceful  sciences 
disclose  the  order  and  harmony  of  the  universe, 
the  laws  which  govern  it,  and  the  materials  of 
which  it  is  composed.    In  such  a  world,  adapted 
to  the  wants  of  intelligent  beings,  man  may  ever 
find  employment  wisely  suited  to  his  progress, 
where  the  turbulence  of  passion  and  the  din  of 
war  is  not  heard. 

Existence  here  is  the  embryo  of  a  higher  state 
of  being.  Its  chief  value  consists  in  its  improve- 
ment. The  study  of  the  laws  that  govern  matter 
as  well  as  those  that  govern  mind,  while  it  ex- 
cites no  angry  passions,  is  productive  of  much 
sublime  pleasure,  advances  man  in  that  career  of 
knowledge,  virtue  and  happiness,  by  which  his 
existence  is  improved,  and  his  Maker  honoured  ; 
whereas  the  indulgence  of  those  malignant  pas- 
sions, from  whence  come  "wars  and  fightings," 
rob  God  of  his  honour,  because  they  lead  men  to 
torture  existence  by  abuse,  by  folly,  and  by  crime. 
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A  few  words  to  those  professors  of  religion 
who  say  that  War  is  justifiable  and  expedient 
while  mankind  is  in  its  present  state.  Do  you 
believe  that  men  are  to  be  redeemed  fiom  this 
or  any  other  evil  by  continuing  in  it?  Did  you, 
or  can.  you  ever  advance  the  cause  of  peace  by 
advocating  the  expediency  of  war?  Christianity 
has  a  right  to  demand  of  its  professors  not  only 
the  knowledge,  but  the  practice  of  its  precepts. 
In  advocating  or  defending  war  under  any  of  its 
modifications,  you  betray  either  an  inexcusable 
ignorance  of  the  christian  religion,  or  a  manifest 
violation  of  its  plainest  injunctions.  How  can 
you  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  christians,  or  ex- 
pect that  eternal  repose  which  is  the  promise  of 
the  gospel,  while  you  countenance  a  custom  which 
hurries  millions  to  the  world  of  spirits,  under  the 
influence  of  misguided  and  revengeful  feelings? 
Even  your  enemy  in  your  brother  and  fellow 
heir  of  immortality.  Jesus  has  taught  you  to 
love  him — to  return  good  for  evil — to  meet  injury 
without  resentment — to  avoid  retaliation  and  re- 
venge. He  employed  the  wisest  and  best  means 
to  enlarge  his  peaceable  kingdom — by  meekness 
he  subdued  pride — by  love  he  conquered  anger — 
by  gentleness  and  mercy,  he  overcame  cruelty 
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and  revenge ;  but  you  advocate  the  doctrine  of 
hating  your  enemies — of  opposing  force  to  force 
— anger  to  anger — cruelty  to  cruelty — and  by  so 
doing  you  neglect  to  employ  the  means  which 
God  has  appointed  for  the  redemption  of  the 
world  from  the  most  malignant  evil  which  man 
has  ever  inflicted  on  it. 

Jesus  never  gave  any  formula  of  doctrine  or 
opinion  to  his  followers  ;  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
mission  was  to  encourage  practical  jighteousness ; 
he  taught  that  it  was  the  doer  of  the  law  that  is 
justified — that  to  be  called  by  his  name  availed 
nothing,  unless  his  precepts  were  obeyed  and 
carried  out  in  practice. 

You  display  great  zeal  in  the  defence  of  what 
is  called  orthodox  opinion  in  matters  of  mere 
speculation,  but  leave  untouched  the  weighter 
matters  of  the  gospel,  forgiveness  of  injuries — 
love  to  enemies — mercy,  universal  philanthropy 
and  peace. 

You  are  labouring  to  convert  the  heathen  from 
the  error  of  their  ways  ;  you  send  your  mission- 
aries and  your  bibles  among  them,  to  convince 
them  that  their  immolations  are  repugnant  to 
every  principle  of  justice  and  mercy — opposed 
to  reason,  disgraceful  to  humanity  and  contrary 
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to  the  Yvill  of  God.  At  the  same  time  you  are 
upholding  and  defending  a  custom  which  has 
sacrificed  not  only  its  milhons  but  its  hundreds 
of  millions  of  human  victims  to  the  great  Moloch 
of  war.  Your  inconsistency  in  this  is  still  more 
apparent  when  from  the  same  bible  in  which  you 
iind  authority  to  condemn  the  immolations  of  the 
heathen,  you  attempt  to  prove  the  divine  authority 
of  war.  Sweet  and  bitter  waters  cannot  both 
flow  from  the  same  fountain. 

Thus  it  would  seem,  that  Christianity  with 
you  is  more  a  system  of  opinions,  theories  and 
forms,  than  a  series  of  divine  instructions  relating 
to  man's  duty  and  happiness,  which  are  intended 
to  be  obeyed  and  carried  out  in  practice.  Such 
mistaken  views  of  the  christian  religion  have 
mflicted  a  greater  injury  on  the  cause  of  truth 
and  righteousness,  than  all  the  open  infidelity 
with  which  it  has  ever  been  assailed. 

"  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  else  would 
my  servants  fight,"  was  the  language  of  the  great 
advocate  of  peace.  But  you  advocate  a  system 
of  violence  and  bloodshed,  and  are  endeavouring 
to  bring  the  standard  of  Christianity  so  low  that 
it  shall  sanction  the  indulgence  of  malignant 
passions.    And  it  is  because  of  this  low  estimate 
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of  its  ^vorth,  that  christians  believe  they  may  go 
to  war  with  each  other. 

It  was  justly  observed  by  Bishop  Taylor,  that 
*'  those  well  meaning  people  who  can  fight  and 
pray,  sing  psalms  and  do  mischief,  with  a  good 
conscience,  may  in  some  respects  be  morally 
good,  but  want  most  of  those  virtues  which  are 
peculiar  to  Christianity,  and  if  the  gospel  speaks 
truth,  necessary  to  salvation." 

It  is  very  certain  that  Christianity  disallows 
all  \Yar,  by  prohibiting  the  indulgence  of  the 
passions  which  lead  to  it.  It  is  equally  certain 
that  the  application  of  its  principles  to  human 
conduct,  would  abolish  it  in  all  its  features, 
and  thus  speedily  terminate  the  misery  and 
wretchedness  it  produces  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth. 

*'  Light  has  come  unto  the  world — but  men  love 
darkness  rather  than  light  because  their  deeds 
are  evil,"  hence  the  blindness  and  stupidity  of  ♦ 
Christian  professors  in  tolerating  this  desolating 
scourge. 

It  is  time  for  professing  christians  to  withhold 
the  encouragement  they  give  to  the  custom  of 
War — little  do  they  adorn  their  profession  by 
defending  it,  or  by  bestowing  praise  upon  those 

9* 
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who  have  made  it  the  business  of  their  hves. 
By  so  doing  they  are  indirectly  supporting  War 
— by  furnishing  a  stimulant  to  ambitious  and 
depraved  minds,  to  seek  reputation  and  honour 
on  the  theatre  of  military  enterprise  and  glory. 
Let  them  consign  this  relic  of  barbarism  to  the 
shades  of  oblivion  ;  it  is  deserving  of  no  place 
out  of  the  empire  of  darkness — because  it  had  its 
origin  under  the  dominion  of  evil  and  malignant 
passions,  and  can  be  carried  on  only  by  the  ser- 
vants of  Anti-Christ;  for  Jesus  has  expressly 
declared  that  his  servants  could  not  fight,* — and, 
"his  servants  ye  are,  to  whom  ye  yield  your- 
selves servants  to  obey."t  Let  them  rise  above 
the  influence  of  contending  passions,  and  exhibit 
in  the  purity  of  their  lives,  the  fruits  of  that 
religion  which  breathes  "  glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  on  earth  peace — good  will  to  men." 

Thev  w^ould  then  be  as  "  the  lio^ht  of  the 
world," — "  a  city  set  on  a  hill  that  could  not  be 
hid." 

There  are  many  gratifying  evidences  that  the 
present  age  offers  opportunities  for  the  further 
extension  of  the  principles  of  peace.  The  atten- 
tion of  honest  minds  is  awakened  to  a  faithful 
*  John  xviii.  36.  t  Rom.  vi.  16. 
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examination  of  the  subject — and  many  are  doubt- 
ing the  expediency  if  not  seeing  clearly  the  en- 
tire inconsistency  of  war.  The  light  of  eternal 
truth,  breaking  in  upon  the  human  mind,  is 
shaking  the  foundations  of  error,  and  opening 
the  understanding  of  men  to  see  the  iniquity  of 
war  and  many  of  its  kindred  evils.  These  things 
are  cause  of  rejoicing  and  encouragement  to  every 
lover  of  human  improvement.  May  the  work 
go  onward,  till  the  kingdom  of  the  Prince  of 
Peace  shall  extend  from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the 
rivers  to  the  end  of  earth,  till  all  nations  shall 
witness  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecy,  "Vio- 
lence shall  no  more  be  heard  in  thy  land,  wasting 
nor  destruction  within  thy  borders." 


APPENDIX. 

The  following  letter  from  the  pen  of  the  late  Ed- 
ward Stableu,  a  well-known  minister  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  written  in  the  maturity  of  his  religious 
experience,  but  a  short  time  before  the  close  of  his 
useful  life,  is  inserted  here,  because  of  the  clear  and 
enlightened  views  it  contains  concerning  the  wars  of 
the  ancient  Jews.* 

AiEXANDBiA,  1st  Mo.  17th,  1830. 

Dear  Friend,— Thy  letter  of  12th  mo.  28th,  is  at 
hand;  and  I  am  disposed  to  comply  with  thy  request, 
in  furnishing  thee  with  some  of  my  views  upon  the 
subjects  to  which  it  refers; — after  premising,  that  I 
should  very  much  regret  to  contribute  in  any  degree 
to  establishing  in  thy  mind  a  persuasion  that  my 
opinions,  or  those  of  any  other  person,  can  be  of  any 
real  importance,  in  relation  to  times  and  circumstan- 
ces so  remote  as  the  history  and  opinions  of  the  an- 
cient Jews ;  except  in  so  far  as  they  illustrate  the 
operations  of  the  principles  and  powers  which  produce 
good  and  evil  in  human  nature;  and  consequently 
render  mankind  happy  or  miserable,  as  they  are  go- 
verned by  the  one  or  the  other.  These  are  the  really 
important  points  to  us  all ;  and  every  thing  else  dwin- 
dles into  iosignificance  in  comparison  with  them. 

When  the  holy  Jesus  stated  the  sublime  reality  of 
the  Divine  character,  he  appealed  io  a.  fact  in  creation 
which  has  always  been  as  conspicuous  as  it  is  now, 
and  always  the  same:  "Ye  have  heard  that  it  hath 
been  said,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  friend,  and  hate  thine 

*  Memoirs  of  E.  Stabler,  p.  220,  and  Friends'  Miscellanyj 
vol.  12,  p.  289. 
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enemy;  but  I  say  unto  you, love  your  enemies;  bless 
them  that  curse  you  ;  and  pray  for  them  that  despitefully 
use  you,  and  persecute  you ;  that  you  may  be  the  child- 
ren of  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven;  for  he  maketh  his 
sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on 
the  just,  and  on  the  unjust."  Such  is  the  immutable  na- 
ture of  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe ;  but  it  is  not 
so  with  man,  (nor  with  any  man.)  He  is  changeable  ; 
"he  comeih  forth  as  the  flower,  and  is  cut  down;  he 
fieeth  as  the  shadow,  and  continueth  not."  The  be- 
ginning of  his  career  is  in  ignorance  and  weakness ; 
and  the  estimates  which  he  forms  of  all  things,  are 
modified  by  his  own  state  or  condition. 

«  When  I  was  a  child,"  said  the  illustrious  Paul, 
"I  thought  as  a  child, I  spake  as  a  child,  I  understood 
as  a  child."  The  same  things  are  alike  true  of  every 
member  of  the  human  family. 

When  therefore  we  notice  the  great  discrepancies 
in  human  character,  and  sentiment,  and  conduct,  in 
the  different  stages  of  existence,  and  knowledge,  and 
virtue,  (especially  as  it  regards  his  apprehensions  of 
Divine  requisitions,)  would  it  be  reasonable  or  just 
to  ascribe  these  mutations  to  changes  or  fluctuations 
in  the  Deity,  rather  than  to  the  changeable  nature  of 
the  creature  1  No:  I  think  right  reason  will  compel 
■us  to  say  with  the  apostle,  "Let  God  be  true,  and  every 
man  a  liar."  That  men,  under  the  influence  of  igno- 
rance, prejudice,  or  vitiated  affections,  may  and  do 
come  to  believe  that  they  ought  to  do  things  totally  re- 
pugnant to  the  Divine  will,  is  abundantly  declared  in 
history,  and  manifested  to  daily  observation.  The 
eminent  Paul  declared  before  Agrippa,  that  he  verily 
thought  he  ought  to  do  many  things  against,  or  con- 
trary to  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

And  Jesus  himself  testified  to  his  disciples,  "  the 
time  Cometh,  that  whosoever  killeth  you  icill  think  that 
he  doeth  God  service."  "And  these  things  they  will 
do  unto  you,  because  they  have  not  known  the  Father,  nor 
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wie."  And  the  martyr  Stephen  includes  both  the  an- 
cient Jews  and  those  who  were  coeval  with  himself, 
in  one  general  reprehension:  "Ye  stiff-necked  and 
uncircumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  ye  do  always  resist 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  as  your  fathers  did,  so  do  ye." 

The  ancient  Jews,  being  men  of  like  passions  with 
other  men,  were  thereby  rendered  liable  to  perverted 
views  of  the  Divine  nature, — as  well  as  the  present 
members  of  the  human  family.  The  same  sublime 
and  untitterable  evidences  of  immutable  goodness, 
wisdom  and  kindness,  being,  and  having  been  alike 
conspicuous  to  all,  even  in  the  economy  of  the  out- 
ward creation  ;  yet  we  perceive  that  this  fact  has  not 
prevented  either  ancients  or  moderns  from  believing, 
that  w^rs  and  bloodshed  were  consistent  with  the  will 
of  God.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  a  common  oc- 
currence in  all  ages,  for  whole  nations  to  ascribe  the 
success  of  their  ferocious  and  desolating  conflicts  to 
the  favor  and  assistance  of  the  God  of  love.  Even  pro- 
fessors of  the  religion  of  Christ,  with  the  history  of 
his  pure,  gentle,  benevolent  and  peaceable  life  (when 
manifested  in  the  person  of  the  blessed  Jesus)  before 
them, — have  exhibited  the  same  dispositions,  as  prom- 
inently as  Jews,  Mahometans  or  Pagans.  Need  it 
then  be  a  thing  incredible  to  any,  that  ancient  as  well 
as  modern  historians  (being  men)  might  in  like  man- 
ner be  mistaken,  when  they  admitted  the  persuasion 
that  the  Deity  commanded  people  to  destroy  their  fel- 
low creatures,  and  that  he  "fought  for  theml" 

The  God  of  mercy  gave  to  them  the  same  evidences 
of  his  true  character,  that  he  does  to  us; — and  before 
Moses  especially,  he  "proclaimed  himself,"  in  the 
most  solemn  and  impressive  manner,  "the  Lord,  the 
Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-suffering  and  abun- 
dant goodness  and  truth."  Now,  can  the  rational  un- 
derstanding of  any  man  consistently  ascribe  to  any  of 
these  qualities,  a  disposition  to  command  the  banish- 
ment of  all  mercy  from  the  human  heart ;  and  to  in- 
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flict  indiscriminate  destruction  upon  men,  women  and 
children  ? 

In  the  forepart  of  his  life  the  patriarch  Abraham 
was  also  a  warrior;  and  from  the  testimonies  given 
to  his  integrity,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  thought 
he  had  the  Divine  sanction  to  slaughter  the  kings  who 
had  desolated  the  land  in  which  his  relation  Lot  re- 
sided, and  had  taken  him  captive.  But  upon  his  return 
from  that  expedition,  he  was  met  by  Melchizedek, 
*^  king  of  peace — priest  of  the  most  high  God,"  who, 
actuated  by  "  the  power  of  an  endless  life,"  and  not  by 
the  "law  of  a  carnal  commandment,"  blessed  Abra- 
ham, (not  in  the  form  of  words,  but)  by  instructing 
his  understanding  in  the  nature  of  "  the  gospel,  which 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation"  (not  destruction,) 
by  which  "  the  righteousness  of  God  is  revealed  from 
faith  to  faith ;"  and  from  that  time,  Abraham  ivas  a 
■warrior  no  more.  And  then  it  was  that  he  occupied 
the  condition  Vv^hich  was  afterward  commemorated  by 
the  holy  Jesus :  "Your  father  Abraham  rejoiced  to 
see  my  day,  and  he  saw  it  and  icas  glad." 

And  truly  the  voice  of  fact  proclaims  to  all  ages 
and  times,  that  the  victims  of  these  tempers  and  dis- 
positions, without  which  war  is  impossible,  are  neces- 
sarily miserable  from  the  very  nature  of  things] — 
while  the  subjects  of  the  "  wisdom  that  is  from  above" 
and  is  ''pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be  e)itreated, 
full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partiality  and  u-ilh- 
out  hypocrisy," — are  thereby  filled  with  "joy  and  glad- 
ness, and  sorrow  and  sighing  flee  away." 


